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Happy New Year! Do you make any New Year’s resolutions? I don’t make any myself. But certainly, the
New Year is a time to “turn the page” and either take up something new or put away unhelpful attitudes,
practices, or habits.
Perhaps one thing we could all do is be kinder to one another. I don’t mean only at the church (I do think we
make kindness a priority), but especially in society in general. Some seem ruder in their words and behavior
over the past few years. The pandemic certainly hasn’t helped in that regard.
Some equate kindness with weakness. Those who do are missing the point. Sometimes kindness is mistaken
for “niceness,” in which some seek peace and harmony at all costs, even to themselves. To be kind doesn’t
mean being a doormat. Rather, being kind includes “speaking the truth in love” Ephesians 4:15 when that is
necessary.
A major way in which we can demonstrate kindness is by helping one another. I’m the type of person who
likes to rely on myself, but I realize that is not realistic or especially helpful. Increasingly as I get older and life
seems to become more complicated, I find myself relying on more and more people for their help and expertise.
This includes specialists in theology, law, medicine, and other practices. As the saying goes, “No man is an
island.”
Asking for help is not a weakness or a failure on one’s part. Rather, it is an acknowledgment that no one
person can have expertise or knowledge in everything.
As I write these words, I am reminded of what the people said about Jesus: “And they were astonished
beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.’” –
Mark 7:37
Also, as we leave the season of Christmas and enter Epiphany, these words about the newborn Savior and
King ring true: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” – Luke 2:52
As we enter the New Year, let’s resolve to turn to the one who “does everything well” and who has all
knowledge, power, and expertise.
“Call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” – Psalm 50:15
Have a happy and blessed New Year!
Yours in Christ
Pastor Ben Eder
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So help me God
No matter how firm our resolutions, we can’t make ourselves better people by
ourselves. God empowers our good works when we rely on his aid.
H.P. Nichols, a 19th-century poet, wrote:
If I resolve, with the new year,
a better child to be,
’Twill do no good at all, I fear,
but rather harm to me,
Unless I try, with every day,
no angry word to speak;
Unless, each morn, to God I pray
to keep me mild and meek.
Then let me try with all my might,
and may God help me too,
Always to choose the way that’s right,
whatever act I do.

Rev. Ben Eder
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Lighting the way for others
When Ida Nelson, head tribal clerk of a remote Alaskan village, heard an airplane flying low after
dark, she knew something was wrong. Igiugig (Igggy-yaw-gigg), population 70, isn’t normally a
nighttime destination. Indeed, the medevac flight was coming to pick up a sick child. Because the
local airstrip’s lights had been vandalized, the plane was having trouble landing. Nelson began
alerting neighbors, and within minutes, villagers lined the runway with their vehicles, headlights
blazing. The pilot was able to land and then safely deliver the sick child to an Anchorage hospital. The
airlift service praised the residents’ determination, but Nelson describes their effort as “normal” and
“ordinary.”
What everyday actions can you use to provide light amid darkness? How can you shine Jesus’
light in a world that needs him?

ESTHER CIRCLE
Greetings in this New Year 2022! Our meeting this month will be Monday, Jan. 10th, at
12:30 pm via ZOOM. We will be having a Bible Study after a brief business meeting. All
ladies of Pilgrim are welcome to attend.
The photo below is one of the totes we delivered to our shut ins. They brought smiles to
all! Again, we thank Karen Smith for ordering the items and assembling the bags.

Below is a photo of the items Pilgrim donated to “Hearts for The Homeless”. Thank you for
making this outreach a success!

Our mission outreach for 2022 is “The Lighthouse Women & Children Center” in Niagara
Falls. Donations will be collected during Fellowship time. The new Fellowship schedule is
posted for the next few months. Please sign up! No home baked items, only store or bakery
purchased items due to Covid restrictions. Keep it simple! Thank you!
REMEMBER! Keep the Dash’s receipts coming and give to Sue Holway; the mites (loose
change) can be dropped in the container near the front door of the church or given to Karen
Smith; cancelled stamps cut with a half inch border give to Sharon McGuan; old printer ink
cartridges to Pat Watkins. All these collections are used for mission outreach. We
appreciate your support!
We pray 🙏🏽 this year inner peace 2022 will bless you with good health, lots of joy and that
comes from God.

A Voters Meeting was held on December 12th after the service. Three new council
members were elected: Sue Holway, Vice President, Rhonda Mohr, Treasurer, and Tyrone
Bryant, Elder. We thank Carolyn Alessi and Dooley O’Rourke for their service.
Our Constitution has been revised and the changes were accepted. It should be
updated every 10 years.
Two new members were accepted – Daniel and Doreen Griebel. Welcome to your
church family!
An electrical survey was completed by Lee Trimmer of Trimmer Electric. We are in
compliance with the current electrical code.
The budget for 2022 was discussed and approved. It is a bit lower since Pastor Ben is
now on Medicare!
We have been seeing more visitors to our services, either by invitation or just dropping
in. Please pray that this trend will continue.
During Lent, we may host a midweek meal and service. It is not definite yet.
For 2022: We encourage more people to participate in the Bible Study on Zoom. Let’s
find more ways for community involvement. Our website really needs a complete make-over
and we want to launch live streaming capabilities.
Fellowship hour is every other week. Esther Circle needs people to sign up to host.
Anything from the store is fine. Cooking and baking are not required.
The 100th Anniversary Committee is going strong. The “Save The Date” mailings will
be going out in January. Mary Werth is looking for old photos to create a scrapbook or
booklet. We have a Facebook page: Pilgrim’s 100th Anniversary. Some photos are posted
there. Please indicate if you are OK with us posting yours.
Our next meeting will be on April 3, 2022. The meeting was adjourned and we closed
with the Lord’s Prayer.
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THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER IS JANUARY 25TH.

