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During the four weeks of Advent, we will be focusing on the themes of this season: hope, peace, joy, and
love. These meditations will be on Wednesday nights beginning at 7 p.m. and available only on Zoom.
There is another theme of Advent that I would like to draw your attention to: the theme of light. The prophet
Isaiah writes,
“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;
I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
to be a covenant for the people
and a light for the Gentiles,
to open eyes that are blind,
to free captives from prison
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” – 42:6-7, NIV
The light of the Gospel came to the Jews first, and then to the Gentiles. The Good News of Jesus Christ is
intended for all peoples, for Jew and Gentile alike. The Gospel opens eyes that are spiritually blind to the mercy
and grace of God in Christ.
Without the Gospel, the world sits in perpetual darkness. Imagine what the world would be like without the
light of the Gospel in these times: Covid-19, political division, social rancor, and a climate of fear.
Without the light of the Gospel, we would cower in the darkness. Without this Good News of our
deliverance, we would be imprisoned in the dungeons of our own minds.
In the Prologue to his Gospel, the Apostle John says this about the light of Christ:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome[a] it.” – 1:1-4
I would call your attention to the phrase “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.” Even a match lit in a completely dark room gives light for all to see. To a world shrouded in darkness the
light of the Gospel may not seem like much, but it is a beacon of hope for those who believe.
You are that “light of the world,” for the Gospel lives in you. Let the light of Christ shine within you so that
others may also see His light and have hope.
Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Ben Eder
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“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the presence of Christ.”
—David Jeremiah

ESTHER CIRCLE
Our meeting this month will be Monday, December 13th, at 12:30 pm via ZOOM. All ladies
of Pilgrim are welcome to attend. We are doing a collection of items for Hearts for The
Homeless until December 12th. Please refer to enclosed flyer. There are totes in the back of
the sanctuary to place your items. Thank you! We are giving a Christmas gift to all of the
shut ins at the church. Karen Smith is assembling the bags and they will be delivered early in
December. We need volunteers for fellowship on 12/26. Please do not bring in home baked
items. They have to be purchased from a store or bakery due to COVID regulations. Thank
you!
REMINDER! Keep the Dash’s receipts coming and give to Sue Holway. The mites (loose
change) can be dropped in the container near the front door or given to Karen
Smith; cancelled stamps to Sharen McGuan and old printer ink cartridges to Pat Watkins. All
these collections are used for various mission work. We appreciate your support!
Advent is here and the Christmas season! “Let’s Rejoice” in the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ and share this awesome news with others.
Blessed Christmas and New Year 2022!
Carol Obot & Sue Holway

In January, Ruth Whitmer will be starting a Grief Support Group. Anyone who has had
a significant loss in their lives will be welcomed to attend. The group will likely be held on
a Thursday evening at the church; but it could be changed to another day if it works
better for people who want to attend. Please contact Ruth at 716-803-2677 (phone or
text) if you are interested.

NEW LHM PODCAST SPEAKS TO RACE, CULTURE, AND DIVERSITY

Gerard Bolling and Janine Bolling, a brother-sister pair, host LHM's new podcast, The
(Im)Partial Church. Growing up as African Americans in New York, the Bollings share
how life and relationships have shaped them as they live out their Christian faith in a diverse
world. Rev. Dr. Gerard Bolling serves as pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St. Louis,
and as an assistant professor at Concordia University in Texas. Deaconess Janine Bolling is
executive director of Our Saviour Lutheran School in New York.
The Bollings give listeners powerful insights on cross-cultural friendships, prejudice,
the power of language, forgiveness, being an outsider, what a good neighbor is, and how
we're all members of a multi-ethnic family. Their spirited conversations are full of
colorful details drawn from family life-both past and present. Assisting the Bollings
behind the scenes in telling this story is LHM's Creative Producer Jonathan Christopher:
"Producing this podcast has been extremely rewarding. I view each episode as an
individual story arc that informs the greater idea of unity in the kingdom of God."
In episode two, "Why Diverse Friends Matter," Janine Bolling looks at the biblical
story of Ruth and Naomi and how this less-than-likely friendship led to wonderful things.
"So Ruth and Naomi .... One's a Moabite, one's an Israelite. One's a polytheist, on e's a
monotheist ... What they learn from each other is how to be emotionally open, and it
strengthens them, and it allows them to continue on in this journey that eventually leads
to the line of Christ. If this friendship didn't happen, what else wouldn't have happened?
And so by having this diverse friendship, it brings a huge value to their lives, in that they
get deeper with one another. They're open to sharing themselves, and it opens up the
world to where God's plan is going."
In episode six, "Heart Your 'Hood," Gerard Bolling shares how we are transformed by
Jesus' victory over death: "It's a resurrection that can never be taken away from us
because we lean on the fact that Christ has done it. And then He promises to live in us.
And this is work that He constantly has to do. He's constantly drowning the old Adam
and bringing the new one to life, constantly reminding us of who we were not meant to
be-but we are being in that moment-and who He calls us to be."
The (Im)Partial Church and other LHM podcasts can be found at lhm.org/podcasts.

2021–2023 LWML Mission Grant #4

Making the Next Generation of Disciples for Life
LCMS Life Ministry

About This Mission Grant
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). The
sanctity of life created by God, and the family as God designed it, has been under
attack by pro-choice organizations who are expanding their movement to reach
children of younger ages, to attack chastity and promote promiscuity, and to
influence our children causing devaluation of life, marriage, and the family. The
continued development of “Life” curricula is one of the most frequent requests by
LCMS schools. With this grant, LCMS Life Ministry will build a set of
developmentally appropriate resources and curriculum for early childhood, young
children, and elementary-aged children and their families.

Young Lutherans confessing the faith at the national March for Life.

"The continued development of "Life" curricula is one of the most frequent requests by LCMS
schools. ONM does not have the budget capacity to create them without outside help." — Rev.
Robert Zagore, Executive Director, Office of National Mission LCMS Life Ministry
Coordinator Jamielynn Flores serves children and their families in the LCMS Latin America
and Caribbean Region

Family, friends, pastors and church workers teach children the truth of God's Word and His
design for life, marriage and family.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER IS DECEMBER 27TH.

