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Over the past year or so there has been a spate of articles by writers and commentators about a general exodus 

from the church. Certainly Covid-19, and the problems associated with it, accelerated that trend which existed 

even before the onset of the virus.  

     What should our response as Christians be? To wring our hands and say, “Woe is me?” What if Churchill 

had said during the London Blitz, “We surrender; the Germans are just too much for us!” He wouldn’t be 

celebrated as the great leader he is today.  

     These developments have led me to ponder the power of God’s Word. Time and again, the Holy Scriptures 

remind us of the power of God’s Word – to accuse and condemn us of sin (the Law) and the promise of God to 

forgive the sins of the repentant and save sinners for Jesus’ sake (the Gospel). For example, the Apostle Paul 

writes in Romans, Chapter One: 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith for faith,[e] as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

     Also, God promises us that whenever the Word is proclaimed, it is not without effect: “10 As the rain and the 

snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and 

flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,11 so is my word that goes out from my 

mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I 

sent it.” – Isaiah 55 

     What are we to make of these promises in light of recent developments? In view of the Parable of the Sower 

Matthew 13 we must admit that the soil is hard in some places while it is more receptive to the Word of God in 

other settings. In the West (particularly North America and Western Europe), the Religion of Secularism has 

largely taken over and apathy has become rampant even among those who at least appeared to be faithful. By 

contrast, there is great hunger for God’s Word and strong church attendance in much of Africa, Asia, and South 

America. Luther warns that wherever there is ingratitude the Word of God will go where it is welcomed and 

God will bless that place. The implication is that God will remove his blessing from that house or place that no 

longer has use for him.  

     Whether the soil is soft or hard, let us not lose our faith in the power of God’s Word to convict hardened 

hearts and to console troubled consciences. The power is in God’s Word, and not in us. Let us sow the seed of 

his Word faithfully, and he will take care of the results. 

 

+  Pastor Ben Eder 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27932e
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Adaline Trimmer  Aug. 23 

Eric Fellner  Aug. 26 
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The miracle of summer 
 

     A team of Sunday school teachers faced boisterous youngsters on Rally Day, the 
start of a new education year. Because kids were reuniting after a break, they were 
eager to chat about vacations. To restore order, a teacher asked the children to take 
turns sharing a favorite Bible verse, story or miracle. One, who still had summer on the 
brain, exclaimed, “I like the time when everybody loafs and fishes!” 

 



 
 

ESTHER CIRCLE 
 

     Our August gathering is on Monday, August 9th, at 12:30 pm AT THE CHURCH.  All women 
of Pilgrim are welcome to attend.  We will have a business meeting and then we will work on 
gluing the meal prayer cards for the Eastern District LWML Retreat in September.  Along 
with this, we have several items to discuss: the raffle, Princess cards for Lighthouse Ministry 
and the fellowship schedule.  Everyone’s presence is needed. 
 
     The Fellowship time is going well.  We will be posting a list for 2 volunteers every other 
Sunday to help host.  This is a wonderful time for connecting and conversation.  In order to 
continue fellowship, we need people in the congregation to help!   Please sign up to serve. 
Thank you! 
 
     REMINDER!   The Mites (loose change) collection is ongoing.  There is a container near the 
front door of the church to place your donations for LWML grants.  Cancelled stamps cut 
with 1/2-inch border frame go to Sharon McGuan to help purchase Bibles for prisoners.  Old 
printer ink cartridges give to Pat Watkins and Dash’s tapes to Sue Holway.  Thank you for 
your support! 
 

     We pray       you enjoy this last full month of Summer.  Continue to stay safe and healthy. 

God Bless! 
 

Carol Obot & Sue Holway 
 

 

 

“Teaching a child not to step on a caterpillar is as valuable to the child as it is to the caterpillar.”  
—Bradley Miller 

* * * 
 
“The world goes on because of those who close their lips when they meet hostility from others.” 

—Rebbe Nachman of Breslov 
* * * 
 
“Prayer is a moment of incarnation — God with us. God involved in the details of my life.” 

—Paul E. Miller 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

DEMAND FOR AUDIO BIBLE RADIOS INCREASES IN MALAYSIA 

     COVID-19 cases continue to increase in many Asian countries. As a result, the 

government in Malaysia has continually extended its lockdown and currently bans 

public activities, meetings, and social and religious gatherings in the capital of 

Kuala Lumpur and several surrounding states. In addition, inter-state travel within 

the country is also prohibited. 

 

     While these restrictions continue to keep LHM-Malaysia staff from being on 

the frontlines sharing the Gospel, they are equipping Christian workers to do 

outreach in remote areas of the country with the critical resources people need. 

One of its most impactful ministries continues to be the distribution of audio Bible 

radios available in several languages. 

 

     Loading these devices with an audio Bible, Lutheran Bible courses, sermons, 

teaching content, songs, and hymns allows LHM-Malaysia to reach indigenous 

people who do not have access to a Christ-centered community or biblical 

teachings through a local church. The interest and demand in this project 

continue to steadily increase since its launch on Easter Sunday 2019.  

 

     Working through ministry partners such as Kapit Lighthouse and Open Doors, 

LHM-Malaysia distributed more than 1,500 units in just the month of March alone. 

These radios are having a significant impact on people like Mariam, Robin, and 

Robert. 

 

     Mariam has been ordering many radios to give to her friends and relatives. 

Recently she gave one of the radios to her brother, Robin, who is bedridden 

because of paralysis. Robin grew up as a Christian, but now does not believe in 

Jesus. Last Christmas, he invited many friends and relatives to come to his house 

for a feast. Mariam took this opportunity to attend with other Christian relatives 

and they had a lot of fun singing carols and sharing stories. Mariam also played 

the praise and worship songs in the Malay language that are included on the LHM 

audio Bible. Through the music, the Holy Spirit touched Robin's heart. He liked 

hearing the songs and says that he has missed listening to them. Now, as he lies 

in bed, Mariam turns on the radio and plays the audio Bible and songs for him to 

listen. She is grateful that God has touched Robin's heart through the ministry of 

https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/enewsstory.asp?ArticleID=35982


the LHM audio Bible radio. 

 

     Robert is a Christian leader who serves as the superintendent of a school in 

his region. Since receiving his personal unit, Robert has ordered 50 more to be 

distributed to other believers and non-believers. He is grateful to LHM-Malaysia 

for providing these audio Bible radios to people at an affordable price.  

 

     "I first saw this device when my pastor gave it as a present to my father-in-

law," says Robert. "I could see how it will benefit many people, particularly those 

who are not able to read due to failing eyesight or illiteracy. Besides owning a set 

myself, I quickly bought one more for my elderly mother. I strongly encourage 

others to own a set, too, simply because I have been so blessed by it. I am 

growing more in the Lord through the hearing of His Word." 

 

     Robert listens to the audio Bible radio while driving, resting at home, or 

working in the office. His family members bring their units while tapping rubber 

trees, at the paddy fields, and in their orchards and enjoy memorizing the 

Scriptures and listening to the praise and worship songs. 

 

     "We pray that through the distribution of these audio Bible radios, God will 

strengthen the hearts of the believers and cause them to return to Him," says the 

director of LHM-Malaysia. "For those who are not yet believers, may faith arise in 

their hearts and may the Holy Spirit touch them so they will open their hearts  to 

receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior.” 

 



 

BUFFALO ENQUIRER – MARCH 25, 1922 

 

This is the record for the son of Pastor and Mrs. Muhlhauser. 



 

 



               

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER IS AUGUST 25TH. 

 


