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Covid-19 and Church Attendance
There have been some misconceptions – and at times confusion – about Covid-19 and church
attendance. This article is meant to clear-up some of those misunderstandings.
First, let us review what Holy Scripture says about hearing God’s Word and receiving the Sacraments.
From Luther’s Small Catechism:

The Third Commandment
You shall sanctify the holy day. [Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.]
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching
and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.
In line with this, Hebrews 10:25 also says the following: “(Let us) not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
When we willfully refuse to hear God’s Word and receive the Sacrament of his Holy Supper – when we refuse to
meet with others (for Jesus says “where two or three are gathered”), then we are placing ourselves above the
Word of God itself. Even Jesus, the Son of God, attended services and even taught in the synagogue.
So, what are we to make of this in light of Covid-19? Not only do we face our own fears regarding this virus
but also government restrictions and even social pressure. My brief answer to that question is, “Stay
connected!” Jesus is the Vine, and we are the branches. When a branch is cut off from the vine, it withers and
dies.
How does one stay connected in this time of Covid? If you feel comfortable in doing so, come to church! We
wear masks and practice social distancing. If for whatever reason you don’t feel comfortable in doing so,
participate in our Zoom service. Perhaps we’ll get to the point where we livestream our services so that
anyone, anywhere may watch them.
Speaking for myself, my faith is not so strong that I can refuse hearing the Word, receiving the Sacrament of his
Supper, and forsaking the assembly of the people. During the day, if I skip a meal, I feel extra hungry later!
The object of this article is not to “force feed” anyone, but to review what Scripture says and heed God’s call to
feed at the trough of his Holy Word. As Luther says, if you touch yourself and feel flesh and bone, then you
need what God offers in his Word and Sacraments.
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Time for a pop quiz!
Tests don’t end once you finish school. Churchgoers of all ages can regularly conduct these
quick assessments:
•

The worship test: Do I faithfully attend worship services and Bible studies?

•

The weather test: Am I a “fair weather” Christian? Do conditions that wouldn’t keep me
from work keep me from church?

•

The work test: Am I willing to put my talents to use for my church? Can the congregation
count on me to help however possible, or am I too busy elsewhere?

•

The wallet test: Do I regularly contribute or tithe? Am I giving my “first fruits” to God so the
church can conduct his work?

ESTHER CIRCLE
Esther Circle continues to meet on Zoom the second Monday of the month. Our next meeting is
September 14th at 12:30 pm.
The Terri Lynn sale of nuts and candy will be conducted over the next two months. Orders can
be placed online or through Dianne Wuerch or another Esther Circle member.
The Esther Circle is donating quarterly this year to “The Buffalo Burrito Project.” In the past,
we collected this donation from the fellowship coffee hours and the Pot Faith meals. Since we can’t
have these events, we have been giving from our funds. The present quarter ends in September. The
Terri Lynn sale is our major fundraiser to help replenish our funds. Please support it by purchasing
and/or selling items. Thank you!
The LWML meetings are being held on Zoom for the time being. Mites continue to be collected
for the mission projects that were selected in June, and, in fact, the first project on the list (Valencia
Days for Girls - $5000) will be fully funded as of September 1st. Thank you to all for continuing to
support the Lord’s work through the LWML.
Carol Obot has been asked to co-chair the Christian Life Committee of the Eastern District
LWML. She will serve for the next two years.
We pray that the fall season will be one of continued good health and peace!
In Christ, Carol Obot and Sue Holway

“Every tomorrow has two handles. We can take hold of it with the handle of anxiety or the handle of faith.”
—Henry Ward Beecher
“When we long for life without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in contrary winds and diamonds are
made under pressure.”
---Peter Marshall
“Youth is the gift of nature, but age is a work of art.”

—Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.”

—Anthony J. D’Angelo

Dash’s Receipts
We are still collecting grocery receipts from Dash’s markets. If you or a friend or neighbor
have any tapes, please give them to Sue Holway.
The Esther Circle makes .02% on the grocery total. If we get $5000 worth of tapes, we get a
check for $100 from Dash’s. That is a pretty easy way to earn money for the mission projects we
support and the gift cards we provide for families in need.
Usually we collect more than $5000, but this year we are a little behind. Since this is one of
our only fundraisers this year, we would greatly appreciate your help.
If you are not presently attending church in person, you can mail tapes to me at 81 Colonial
Dr., Grand Island, NY 14072. We pray that you can help us.
Thank you.
Sue Holway

When God crosses our paths
Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our paths and canceling
our plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.” Last spring, the whole world had plans canceled,
first by Covid-19 and then by God “sending us people with claims and petitions.” Some needed prayers for
healing or for coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others serving long hours needed support:
meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working remotely while helping kids with distancelearning needed encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work still required donations.
Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying home or wearing a face mask could be a
ministry. Or that sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that buying takeout from a local restaurant
can be a gift to the owners. When our calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new ways — both to be
with us and to nudge us toward others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!).

Barna Partnership
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) has partnered with Barna Group—an industry leader
for research-based insights about faith and culture, leadership and vocation, and
generational groups—on a critical three-year study of faith in America. This bold new
collaboration will allow LHM to create resources and online courses that address the
needs of both the churched and non-churched.
Year one (2018) focused on spiritual conversations in the digital age, year two (2019)
delves into households of faith, and year three (2020) will explore the development of
hopeful neighborhoods. In addition to conducting and providing groundbreaking research,
Barna Group will create a yearly monograph for Church leaders containing data, analysis,
and relevant insights. LHM will create products and programs designed to take what is
learned directly to congregations and individuals to apply the new insights in their
outreach efforts. Over these three years, LHM and Barna hope to equip the Church to
share the Gospel, deepen faith at home, and impact communities with the good news of
Jesus Christ.

“This research allows LHM to provide timely and relevant resources that meet people
where they are at. It enables us to gain a hearing for the Gospel in an inviting and
contextual way—guiding those who seek toward faith.”
- Rev. Dr. Tony Cook, LHM’s executive director of United States Ministries

MARTIN LUTHER ON MUSIC
“We can mention only one point (which experience confirms), namely, that next to the

Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. No greater commendation than this can be
found — at least not by us. After all, the gift of language combined with the gift of song was
only given to man to let him know that he should praise God with both word and music,
namely, by proclaiming [the Word of God] through music.”
“I have no use for cranks who despise music, because it is a gift of God. Music drives

away the Devil and makes people joyful; they forget thereby all wrath, unchastity, arrogance,
and the like. Next after theology, I give to music the highest place and the greatest honor.”
“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.”
“After theology I give to music the highest place and the greatest honor.”
“As long as we live there is never enough singing.”

All workers are essential
The concept of vocation, Latin for “to call,” previously referred only to a calling to church work. But
then Martin Luther emphasized the importance — and even sanctity — of all types of labors. The reformer
pointed out that “God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does.”
RJ Grunewald, in a blog post titled “God Makes Pizza,” describes how this looks today: “God is busy
about his work in the midst of your work whether you realize it or not. The laundry, the spreadsheets, the phone
calls and the cups of coffee are all deeply spiritual because God is at work in the world. He is serving your
family, your coworkers and your community through the work you do. God is at work providing ‘daily bread’
through the work that you do, no matter what that work is.”

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER IS SEPTEMBER 22ND.

