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Dear members and friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church,
It has been ten weeks since we last met as a church; the services on Zoom have tried to fill the gap, and my
sermons have been posted online regularly. However, it's not the same as “being there” and there are some
members who have no Internet access at all.
As you can see from this month's calendar, we are preparing to begin “in person” services again. However, I
must caution you that they will be quite different from what they were pre-Covid 19.
For one thing, we will be following the guidelines of the CDC and other public health entities. Those who
attend services must wear masks (please bring your own; we do have extras for those who do not have one).
The pews have been roped off to accommodate social distancing. Hand sanitizer will be available.
Due to the small size of our sanctuary and government regulations the number of people at our services will
be limited. We will be offering three services on the weekend (another may be offered if there is demand). We
will be taking appointments both online and by phone for those who are not on the Internet.
As for Holy Communion, it will be offered in a way that conforms to the guidelines. The common cup will
not be used for now.
There will be no handshakes or receiving line, and people will be asked to keep six feet apart. There will not
be any coffee hour downstairs for the foreseeable future.
As you can see, things will be different at church from the last time we met together on March 8th. This has
been a difficult period for everyone, and we have all had to adjust in various ways. My best counsel to you is
that God is still present and that he is “making all things new.” - Revelation 21:5
I am also comforted by these words from the Prophet Isaiah:
“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” (43:18-19)
There have been many blessings even from our experience with the coronavirus and the lockdown. Priorities
have shifted and changed for many people. In many instances, relationships have been re-emphasized and
families have gotten closer. There have also been many serious physical and mental health issues as well which
cannot be denied. Let us keep the suffering in our prayers and offer help where and when we can.
Above all, we place our lives and well-being in the hands of Almighty God who made us, redeemed us in
Christ, and sustains us through the power of his Holy Spirit. We will rely on his presence and help in the weeks
and months ahead.
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HYMN QUIZ
WHICH HYMN IN THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK…..
•

• Was sung at the Opening Ceremony of the 2012 London Olympics?
Is sung every year at the British Football Association’s Championship Game?
• And is sung every January on India’s Republic Day?
To find the answer, check out this month’s hymn selection.

ESTHER CIRCLE
Thanks to the technology of Zoom, we had a meeting on May 11th at 1 pm. It was good
connecting with everyone.
The annual Bake Sale that we do in June will be postponed and reconsidered in the
future. We will be helping to make meal favors for the LWML Eastern District Retreat
tentatively scheduled in September at Camp Pioneer. Further information will be coming on
this. Both of us are delegates for the LWML Eastern District Convention in early June. We
will be voting virtually on various issues among which are the new grants that the “mites” will
be used for.
Please continue to collect cancelled stamps with at least a quarter inch trim and old
printer cartridges and give to Pat Watkins. These are used for mission projects.
We thank you all for saving your Dash’s grocery tapes. The proceeds from these tapes
enable the Esther Circle to donate to various missions and help those in need in our church
and community. While we are not meeting at church, please put the tapes you have saved in
an envelope marked Esther Circle or Sue Holway and drop them in the door slot at church.
During this time when we cannot conduct other activities, this is something that we CAN do.
Thanks.
Please don’t forget to save your mites (loose change) for LWML. Karen Smith collects
these mites which fund mission projects all over the world. Karen has said Roberto Diaz was
the main contributor of mites, so let’s give our mites in memory of Roberto.
The June meeting is Monday, June 8th, via Zoom at 1 pm.
Prayers go out to you for continued good health and safety! God Bless!
Sue Holway & Carol Obot

Special dates
Trinity Sunday, June 7, 2020
Flag Day, June 14, 2020
First day of summer, June 20, 2020
Father’s Day, June 21, 2020

Focusing on the Trinity
Christians are monotheists, meaning we believe in only one God. Yet we talk about the doctrine of the
Trinity. In the church year, the Sunday after Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday. It’s a day for focusing on
what theologians call the Triune God — the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Someone said about the concept of the Trinity, “You will lose your soul if you don’t believe it, and you will
lose your mind if you try to explain it.”
The bottom line is this: God (one Person) has been revealed to mankind in three ways. He is our Creator,
who then came to Earth as our Savior (in the person of Jesus) and is eternally present with us as the Holy Spirit.
On Trinity Sunday, we praise our Triune God for meeting all our needs.

The finest hymn
Reginald Heber (1783-1826), a vicar and hymn-writer in England, was the first person to compile a hymnal
based around the church calendar. He composed the beloved hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” specifically for Trinity
Sunday, with lyrics based on Revelation 4:8-11.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
The joyful song celebrates the eternal, omnipotent Triune God. Throughout the verses, Heber used units of
three to symbolize the Trinity (God is “perfect in power, in love and purity”; God is worshiped by saints,
cherubim and seraphim; and he’s praised “in earth and sky and sea”).
Heber, who witnessed much idol worship while serving as Bishop of Calcutta, often reaffirmed God’s
holiness in his hymns.
British poet laureate Alfred Lord Tennyson so admired the uplifting language in “Holy, Holy, Holy” that he
proclaimed it the finest hymn ever written.

Shield of the Trinity
This symbol consists of a triangle with a circle at each point, labeled in Latin with the three Persons of the
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. A circle in the center is labeled God. Six lines show the relationships
formed, with inner lines marked "is" and outer lines marked "is not." The resulting sign declares that God is
Father, God is Son and God is Spirit, yet the three Persons are not the same.

WOMAN WORRIED ABOUT COVID-19 FINDS COMFORT IN THE LORD

Amel is a 35-year-old laboratory worker in the Middle East who was worried about her
future due to COVID-19. She comes from a non-Christian background and thought God was
too ambiguous, so she had never taken the time to learn about Him. She recently saw an LHM
Facebook post about worry and was inspired by it. When she contacted the LHM staff in the
Middle East and North Africa, they told her to research Jesus to learn more. At first she was
not convinced, but the staff continued to explain to her that only God can forgive sins and Jesus
died to save us. Her eyes were opened to the truth of Jesus. The LHM staff read the book of
Psalms to her and gave her a Bible to read on her own. Amel is now comforted in knowing that
God is in control and has peace knowing God is in her heart.
RADIO PROGRAMS LEAD WOMAN TO BAPTISM

Ratna was born into a non-Christian religious household. She lived with her parents and
they practiced their religion every day. Ratna's parents both died suddenly on the same day. In
the time following their deaths, no one reached out to help her, no one from her religious
organization supported her, and she felt that her friends and other family members did not care.
Ratna decided to move away and she began working as a household helper. When she has free
time, she usually listens to her radio. One day, she listened to the "Meaning of Life" program
that was broadcasted by LHM-Indonesia. She heard the LHM-Indonesia contact information at
the end of the program and reached out to them to request a morning devotion every day. She
then met with a staff member for a few hours and told them what was going on in her life. The
LHM-Indonesia staff member encouraged Ratna to pray and learn more about Jesus being her
Lord and Savior. When she prayed, she felt very peaceful and had the longing to get to know
Jesus through the daily devotions that were being sent to her. Ratna believes she is saved by
God's grace and desires to know Jesus more. She regularly attends the Sunday service at the
local church and has decided to get baptized.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE JULY
NEWSLETTER IS JUNE 22ND (subject to change).

