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As I shared with the Church Council on Zoom last week, and I now share with you, there are three things I
want to focus on in this period of Covid-19:
I. REOPENING
Technically, the church never closed. In fact, the First Amendment guarantee of religious freedom is a
strong argument to make that case. However, we ceased worship and other activities out of love for each other
and our neighbor. We are now worshiping in-person at 25% capacity of the church building with physical
distancing measures in place. We have a faithful core group of parishioners who attend every week. In addition,
worship will be conducted on Zoom also for the foreseeable future.
II. REBUILDING
Although Pilgrim is one congregation, we have three different groups meeting which constitute the core
group of the congregation: the Saturday evening service; the Sunday morning service; and those who participate
in the Zoom service. Roughly speaking, that constitutes about 75% of the active membership. There is still
about 25% of the membership I have only spoken to on phone, text, or email. Some, I suspect, don't even want
to be “found.” As Jesus left the 99 sheep in search of the one lost sheep, I (and other members of the
congregation too) will do my best to find them and bring them back when they are ready to return.
III. REVIVAL
This is the “trickiest” part: when will things return to normal? When will some feel comfortable returning to
church? Many are waiting for a vaccine, but even vaccines are not perfect. Pilgrim will continue with a hybrid
of in-person and Zoom services for as long as we need them. Our goal is also to have a permanent online
presence through streaming whenever we settle upon the best method to do so. God has provided us with this
wonderful technology and with it we can reach not only people in Kenmore but also in Katmandu. In whatever
format we worship and come together in other activities, let us continue to sow the Word of God with the
people in our lives and invite/bring them to church (either in-person, on Zoom, or online).
CONCLUSION
In addition to your prayers, please continue to support your congregation with your service and financial
gifts. I have to admit, there are times when I feel very alone in this ministry and that few seem to care. I'm sure
with most that's not the case as you are preoccupied with what's going on in your life with all that's happening
right now. However, I cannot do this all by myself and need encouragement from others through your prayers,
financial support, and willingness to serve. May the Lord usher Pilgrim into her second century with newfound
hope and renewal.

Pilgrim has always been committed to offering our members a Vacation Bible School
experience and this year is no exception. Jesus has invited us to share the Gospel with
everyone and bring the little ones to Him. This year it is as important to offer a VBS
experience as ever! Thanks be to God we have a way and the willing hearts and hands to
offer a VBS experience this summer. How? Families will be offered packets to use at home
to share with their children and grandchildren. They can teach the lessons and do the
activities on their own time, beginning mid-July and throughout the rest of the summer.
This year's VBS theme is Rainforest Explorers, which includes five Bible lessons:
•
•
•
•
•

God Rescues Noah
God Gives the Commandments
Jesus Calls His Disciples
Jesus Heals Ten Lepers
The Risen Jesus Appears to His Disciples

So far, eight families have ordered a VBS Packet.
Packets for family use will be made up by members of our VBS team. Each packet will
contain lessons, Bible verses, craft ideas, snacks ideas, games, and music for you to share
in your own home with your children, or grandchildren. If you would like a packet, please
call Sharon McGuan at 716-803-3767 (leave a message if I do not pick up), or email her
at stmcguan@gmail.com. Packets will be available after July 15.
Sharon McGuan

Delores Zeeb

Jul. 17

Sharon McGuan

Jul. 22

Jul. 12
Jul. 23
Jul. 25

Rod & Rhonda Mohr
Scot & Traci LaFalce
Jim & Kathy Rodgers

Judge: Order in this court! I’ll have order in this court!
Man:

I’ll have a hamburger with onions!

Porter: Did you miss that train, sir?
Man:

No! I didn’t like the looks of it, so I chased it out of the station.

Diner: Waiter, please close the window.
Waiter: Is there a draft, sir?
Diner: Yes, it’s the third time my steak has blown off the plate!

Stucco: what you get when you sit on gummo.
Walkie-talkie: the opposite of sittie-stillie.

ESTHER CIRCLE
We had our second Zoom meeting on Monday, June 8th. Thank you to Sharon and Tim
McGuan for their assistance in setting up the meetings.
The LWML Eastern District Retreat that was to be held in September at Camp Pioneer
is canceled. Camp Pioneer will be closing officially after Labor Day. We pray that the
grounds will be used for future fellowship as it has been for many years. The LWML is selling
purple long-sleeve T-shirts for $15 and hooded sweatshirts for $25 with the Camp Pioneer
logo, for those who would like to have a souvenir. The orders must be in by July 15th. See
Carol Obot or Sharon McGuan for orders. We will still be assisting in the table favors for next
year's retreat.
The Buffalo Burrito Project is our mission that we are donating to this year. Usually,
we receive the donations during the coffee hour the Esther Circle hosts every fourth Sunday
and the Pot Faith meals every 3-4 months. We have not been able to do either of these
outreaches. The need is still there especially now. Esther Circle has been giving out of their
funds. In June we sent $100. Please refer to the flyer that is in this newsletter for more
information. Any donation for this mission project will be appreciated.
Please continue to collect canceled stamps and old printer cartridges to give to Pat
Watkins. The Dash's grocery tapes can be put in an envelope marked Esther Circle or Sue
Holway and dropped in the slot at church. Don't forget to save your mites (loose change) for
LWML mission grants. Both men and women are welcome to do this. Karen Smith collects
these mites. Roberto Diaz was the main contributor of mites, so let’s give our mites in
memory of Roberto.
The July meeting is Monday, July 13th, via Zoom at 12:30 pm. All women of Pilgrim are
welcome to attend. It has been good fellowship.
Prayers go out for our country as we celebrate our Independence in July. May there
be Peace, Liberty and Justice for all.
Carol Obot & Sue Holway

Recommended Reading: John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress
Tim is always reading a “classic” in addition to his contemporary reading. Last week he read John Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress written in 1677. He suggested I read it, to which I replied, “Been there, done that.” He
asked me, “When?” I answered, “Ninth grade, required reading.” He just handed me his eBook.
Reading Pilgrim’s Progress at the age of 68 is definitely not the same as reading it at age 14. It improves with
the reader’s age and life experience. It is amazing that a book written 343 years ago has so much to say to
contemporary man.
Pilgrim’s Progress is a beautiful allegorical dream, told by Christian, Bunyan’s main character. His journey to
the Celestial City (heaven) is universal, but his path is individual, as is each of ours. In this work of fiction,
Bunyan uses his writing to share his belief that it is not by our own will or strength that we are able to overcome
the sorrows, trials and temptations of this life, but by the power and grace of God. Bunyan was a Calvinist, not
Lutheran, so some of his writing concerning “backsliding” will not be part of our Lutheran teaching. However,
when read as “Christian fiction” I believe the contemporary relevance of the book derives from Bunyan’s
extensive use of the Word of God, spoken by Evangelist, Goodwill and other characters in the book to guide
Christian on his pilgrim way. The characters’ dependence on God’s Word moves the story forward and
faithfully guides Christian throughout his journey. Bunyan’s use of the Word of God allows us to reflect on
how that living Word guides each of us on our own journeys.
Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan is in the public domain, so the book is free on your ebook. If you decide to
give it a try, I suggest you download the updated, modern English version with the Bible verses in the text
published by Life Sentence Publishing. I also suggest you look for a version that offers Part 1 and Part 2 of the
work AND the 100 original beautiful illustrations that add much to the reading of the book.

Sharon McGuan

DID YOU KNOW?
On July 4, 1821, President Adams said, “The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: It
connected in one indissoluble bond the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity.”
Calvin Coolidge, our 30th President of the United States reaffirmed this truth when he wrote, “The
foundations of our society and our government rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it would be
difficult to support them if faith in these teachings would cease to be practically universal in our
country.”

The gift of grace
Grace is something you can never get but only be given. The grace of God means something like: Here
is your life. You might never have been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without
you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can
ever separate us. It’s for you I created the universe. I love you.
There’s only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if you reach out and take
it. Maybe being able to reach and take it is a gift too.
—Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking

Taking measure of prayer
Fluency [in prayer] is a questionable endowment, especially when it is not accompanied with the weight
of thought and depth of feeling. Some [people] pray by the yard, but true prayer is measured by weight, not by
length. A single groan before God may have more fullness of prayer in it than a fine oration of great length.
—Charles Spurgeon

TWO NEW TITLES REFLECT LHM LEARN'S INCREASING
COURSE DIVERSITY
During this period of stay-at-home living, LHM Learn is an ideal way to boost your faith
walk when your small group Bible study or church Bible class is on hiatus. Consider the
latest offerings from LHM.
Two new courses -The Sent Life: A Study of Sending in the Gospel of John, and
Face2Face: Building Relationships with People with Disabilities - are good examples of the
topical variety found in LHM Learn's growing subject selection. With more than 30 courses
available in five different faith-strengthening categories, LHM Learn's FREE online course
catalog is an ideal go-to destination to grow in your faith during our current stay-at-home
regulations.
In The Sent Life, learners will explore the Gospel of John. Each of the four sessions
examine Scriptures that show God's work in the lives of people, drawing them to Himself and
sending them into the lives of others. We are called to share God's Good News, and as we
are led by the Holy Spirit, that may involve us going out into the world or staying in place
where we are. Sessions are introduced by Dr. Brian German, course author and assistant
professor of theology at Concordia University Wisconsin. He's also the director of Concordia
Bible Institute, LHM's partnering organization in this course. Downloadable resources for
The Sent Life include a printable journal, discussion guide, video transcript, and tip sheet for
use with small groups.
In Face2Face, learners will gain skills and expertise for nurturing relationships with those
who have intellectual and developmental disabilities. Heartwarming stories, numerous
Scripture references, and communication tools to foster respectful dialogue and affirm the
lives of people with disabilities are presented throughout. Poignant commentary and
touching words from those with disabilities and their caregivers make Face2Face a valuable
learning resource.
All four sessions are introduced by Rev. Jay DeBeir, LHM's executive vice president and
COO. Bethesda Lutheran Communities of Watertown, Wisconsin, partnered with LHM to
produce this course. Downloadable resources for Face2Face include a printable journal,
discussion guide, video transcript, and tip sheet for use with small groups.
All LHM Learn courses are absolutely FREE and tailored to be both Christ-centered and
convenient. You can start and stop them mid-stream and return where you left off. You can
find everything you need to know about these two courses and all the rest at lhm.org/learn.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE AUGUST
NEWSLETTER IS JULY 26TH.

