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From the Pastor 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

     The Last Sunday in October is observed on the church calendar as Reformation Sunday. This is the Sunday 

closest to October 31st when Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany, an 

event which is regarded as the “opening shot” of the Reformation of the Church. The following Sunday, the first 

Sunday in November, is observed as “All Saints' Sunday.”  

 

     Many things came out of the Reformation, but chiefly (1) the primacy of the Word of God over tradition 

and (2) the doctrine of Justification by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ. For this article, I would like 

to briefly touch on the role of the Word of God in Church and society today.  

 

     I have become alarmed over the lack of knowledge even many people in the Church have about the Bible: 

many cannot even look up the books and passages. I suspect this may be due, at least in part, to our reliance on 

electronic devices such as i-Pads and phones. It is no longer necessary to turn the pages of a book to find a 

particular book of the Bible or Bible verse; now you can just Google it and find it that way. Just as we have 

forgotten telephone numbers, this may become the standard for looking up things in the Bible.  

 

     Even more, I am dismayed by the ignorance many in the Church seem to have even about basic doctrines 

and teachings found in the Bible. This ignorance of God's Word affects our discipleship and could even 

endanger faith itself. For example, many don't seem to know what the Bible says about some of the “hot-

button” topics in the news today: the unborn, marriage, homosexuality, the relationship between Church and 

government, and so on. If we are ignorant of what God says about these and other subjects, we should not be 

surprised when Christians adopt the attitudes and the morals of the world rather than seeking God's holy will.  

 

     One of the blessings and outcomes of the Reformation was that Luther brought the Church “back to the 

Bible.” When he discovered that not only the laity but also the clergy were ignorant about the Bible, he wrote 

the Small Catechism for their instruction. Next to the Bible, Luther's Small Catechism should be read regularly 

by every Lutheran and be part of our daily devotion. The Catechism is a handy reference for our many questions 

about sin, death, forgiveness, salvation, the Ten Commandments, prayer, and many other subjects.  

 

     As we observe another Reformation this year, may we use this as an opportunity to get “back to the Bible” in 

our faith and holy living.  

 

                   Your Servant in Christ, 

+ Pastor Ben Eder 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE   
 

OCTOBER 2019 

DATE Oct. 6 Oct. 13 Oct. 20 Oct. 27  

READER Dooley 
O’Rourke 

Eric Fellner Tim McGuan Ruth 
Whitmer 

 

USHERS George 
Alessi 

* 
Jim 

O’Brien 

Tyrone 
Bryant 

* 
Jim Miller 

Dianne 
Wuerch 

* 
Mike Wuerch 

Traci 
LaFalce 

* 
Scot LaFalce 

 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT 

Gary Smith George 
Alessi 

Frank Alessi Eric Fellner  

NURSERY Carol Obot Linda Eder Peggy Clark Carolyn 
Alessi 

 

 

 

The gift of music 
     I wish to see all arts, principally music, in the service of Him who gave and created them.  

 

     Music is a fair and glorious gift from God. I would not forego my humble share of music. Singers are never 

sorrowful, but are merry, and they smile through their troubles in song.  

 

     Music makes people kinder, gentler, more staid and reasonable. I am persuaded that after theology, music is 

the only art capable of affording peace and joy of heart … the devil flees before the sound of music almost as 

much as before the Word of God.  

 

                                                                                                                                                   —Martin Luther  

 



 

Dianne Weurch  Oct. 2 

Frank Alessi  Oct. 10 

Kathy Rodgers  Oct. 11 

Tegwanda Alford  Oct. 15 

Roberto Diaz  Oct. 17 

Sue Holway  Oct. 18 
 

 

Oct. 7 Mike & Dianne Weurch 

Oct. 10 Lee & Amber Trimmer 
 



 

 A Voter’s Meeting was held on September 15th after the service. 

 The new shed and new boiler are being postponed until next spring. 

 Our new sound system was installed and it sounds great!  We also have a cordless 

microphone with it.  We used it during the meeting so everyone could hear what was being 

said.  It’s also great for anyone making an announcement before the service. 

 We will be doing Christmas caroling again this year.  It was very well-received last year 

by the people at the residences and facilities.  Mark DiFazio will be organizing this again.  

Rehearsals will begin early in November and you can contact Mark (716-875-2540) if you are 

interested. 

 Ruth Whitmer reported that the choir is beginning to take shape.  If you are interested 

in joining, please contact her (716-803-2677 or email ruthwhitmer@gmail.com).  Rehearsals 

are on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

The next meeting is scheduled for December 15th.  This is when we will vote for any 

new-term Church Council candidates and on the budget for 2020.  We strongly encourage all 

voting members to attend! 

 We adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

A well-shaken tree 

 
 

For several years I have read the Bible through twice in 12 months. It is a great and powerful tree, each word of 

which is a mighty branch. Each of these branches have I well shaken, so desirous was I to know what each one 

bore and what it would give me. And the shaking of them has never disappointed me.  

 

—Martin Luther 

 

mailto:ruthwhitmer@gmail.com


 

 

ESTHER CIRCLE 
 

Our October meeting is on Monday, October 14th, at 6:30 pm. at the church.  All women 
are invited!  The circle will be collecting canned soups and crackers for the Kenmore 
Presbyterian Church food shelf.  The collection will start Sunday, October 20th, through 
November 17th.  There will be a designated box in the back of the church to drop your 
donations.  Thank you! 

 

The fourth Sunday of the month, the Esther Circle provides refreshments during coffee 
hour.  This year's collection on these Sundays and at Pot Faith meals is going to Hananiah 
Lutheran Church's Food Pantry.  Thanks to all the generous contributions, to date we have 
given $438.  Your continued support is appreciated. Praise God! 

 

REMINDER!  Used stamps trimmed with a quarter inch border and old printer 
cartridges can be given to Pat Watkins.  The stamps are used for a mission project that 
provides Bibles to prisoners.  The money from the ink cartridges is used for various mission 
projects.  Karen Smith will accept your "mites" (pennies and other change) for LWML 
mission projects.  Sue Holway will collect your Dash's grocery receipts. 

Enjoy the God-gifted colors of Fall! 

Carol Obot & Sue Holway 

 

                                               UPCOMING LWML DATES TO REMEMBER 

October 6, 2019 - LWML Sunday!   Bring in or collect your mite box to help support the LWML 
Mission Grants! 

June 12-14, 2020:  Eastern District LWML Convention   Syracuse, NY   Theme: "Live By Faith" 
based on 2 Corinthians 5:6-7 

 

 

The P.A.L. (Pilgrim Active Laymen) will meet on Saturday, October 19th, at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Olympic Restaurant at Military Road and Sheridan Drive.  All men are welcome to join us. 



********** A VERY SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT ********** 

Aubrey Louise Trimmer was born on September 4, 2019 

 

 

 

     What kind of music do you listen to on a regular basis?  I have 2 main FM stations that I listen to, but 

occasionally tune in to other stations.  I'm jealous of my friends who have SiriusXM with listening options 

galore.  But I'm okay with 94.5 WNED or 106.1 Family Life Network (FLN).  And both have live-streaming 

capabilities so it's easy to listen to them on the go or wherever I am. 

     What do the programs on these two stations offer the Christian listener?  Obviously FLN has predominantly 

contemporary Christian music and the great thing about that is you get to listen to music that is uplifting and 

ministers to the soul.  I get it that it isn't everyone's cup of tea.  I don't listen to it all the time, either.  But I do 

believe in music that will minister to the Believer.  I think we can agree that it's okay to listen to other music 

genres, but if you're looking for something to listen to that will provide comfort in times of sorrow or 

encouragement when you're going through a rough time, a Christian radio station might be what you're looking 

for.  

     Now for what I consider my favorite radio station- WNED.  It is primarily classical music and for some 

that's just not appetizing. You can read in other places how classical music is good for you - I won't bore you 

here although highly tempted!  Here is something I bet some of you don't know, though.  WNED has a sacred 

music program from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. every Sunday morning.  It's perfect for preparing the heart for the 

morning worship service at church.  I can tell you that I do tune in to this program regularly and love it! 

     Next time you see me tell me what your favorite station is!   

Musically yours, 

Ruth Whitmer 

P.S.  Regarding radio stations:  Catch Pastor on WXRL AM 1300 at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, October 20th, for his 

sermon that weekend if you cannot attend church! 



 

     Many churches observe October as Pastor Appreciation Month. Given the reluctance of many 

pastors to call attention to themselves, it’s not likely that they will mention anything about being 

appreciated.  

 

     Were someone to ask a pastor, however, what might be done to show appreciation to him or her, the 

answer would likely be, “Pray for me.”  

 

     St. Paul never asked for anything for himself except that others pray for him. To the church at 

Rome, he wrote, “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 

Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in 

Judea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will I may 

come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company” (Romans 15:30-32, NRSV).  

 

     Encourage your pastor by assuring him or her of your prayers and love.  
 

Appreciate — and act  
     October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month, reminding church members to thank their 

hardworking ministry leaders. But the people in the pews — though they might lack official church 

titles — also play important roles in doing God’s work.  

 

     In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books), researcher George Barna compares the behavior of 

people in growing vs. stagnant or declining churches. Members of growing churches actively 

participate in the church’s ministry. “They did not divorce their faith from their lifestyle; their faith was 

their lifestyle,” Barna writes. “They took seriously the classical Reformation doctrine of the priesthood 

of all believers.”  

 

     By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches tend to observe rather than participate. “They perceived 

their role as being in the audience in the stands,” Barna notes, “nodding approvingly in efforts to 

demonstrate religious behavior as the clergy went through their paces.”  

 

     Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their example by living out your beliefs! 
 



 



 

International Ministries Partnerships 

     Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) partners with individuals and church congregations to share the 

Gospel in over 30 countries. Working through local staff at ministry centers in each country, LHM's 

International Ministries Partnership program enables you to be actively involved, communicate 

directly, give financial support, and encourage a ministry center of your choice. As a result, you will 

build relationships with our staff and volunteers, and support a variety outreach programs, such as 

helping children and youth learn about Christ through Vacation Bible Schools; training lay church 

leaders to share God's word through Equipping the Saints evangelism workshops; and organizing 

public events that not only entertain, but also promote a Christian witness.  

Partnership at Your Level - As an LHM International Ministries partner, you decide your level of 

commitment to a ministry center, whether it is through a one-time gift or ongoing support. At any level, 

your commitments are essential to sharing Christ's salvation with those who do not yet know Christ. 

One-time Gift / Event 

Use your one-time donation, fundraising event, or door offering to support the efforts of an LHM 

ministry center of your choosing.  

Your Commitment: 

Advance the Gospel through your one-time donation, fundraising event, or door offering to support the 

efforts of an LHM international ministry center of your choosing. 

LHM’s Commitment:  

• Promotional tools 

• Ongoing communications – BLOGs, email, etc.  

• Fundraising tips 

• Thank you from your field partner  

• Other customizable options 

Get Started! 

As your congregation or group prayerfully identifies the country you would like to support, contact our 

International Ministries Partnership manager at (800) 944-3450 extension 4164 or email 

polly.gregali@lhm.org. 

Your commitment will begin a journey of bringing a message of Hope to people who are lost without 

Jesus Christ.  

 

mailto:polly.gregali@lhm.org


           

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER IS OCTOBER 27TH. 


