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“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.” – Psalm 116:15
Since November 1st is “All Saints’ Day,” I thought I would take this opportunity to talk about the Christian
view of death and dying. By my own conservative estimate, I have presided over 200 funerals, perhaps even
more (counting those in the community). I have seen several Christians die. In that respect, I’m something of
an authority on the subject (as are most pastors).
The Christian view of death and dying is very different from that of our secular culture; it differs even from
that of other religions which also have teachings on the afterlife. In the Christian faith, particularly in
Lutheranism, we take the assurance of salvation for those who die believing in Jesus as Lord and Savior.
When our loved ones die, especially those in the Christian faith, we are understandably saddened by the
departure of our loved one, but we are also heartened by the knowledge that one day we shall see them again.
Jesus proclaims that God is not the “God of the dead, but of the living.” – Mark 12:27
Our secular, non-religious culture has a far different viewpoint. Some hope that there is some kind of
existence after death, but they’re not sure what it is or how we get there. For many, funerals are eulogies of the
deceased, not a proclamation of our hope that is in Christ. Some even have the attitude that if their loved one
is in Hell, it is a “fun place to be” and “we’ll party when we get there.” The Apostle Paul himself summed up this
attitude when he said of that culture “let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die.” - 1 Corinthians 15:32b
As we observe “All Saints’ Day,” we give thanks to God for all the saints of past, present, and future whose
ultimate hope is in the Lord. Those who have died before us are in heaven now, waiting for us to get there. On
the Day of Jesus’ Second Coming, there will be a resurrection of the “just and the unjust,” with the “just” being
reunited with their souls in a “new heaven and a new earth.” – Revelation 21:1, et al. What form this eternal
paradise will take is unclear to us, yet we know that it is a place of bliss without sin and the problems sin
causes (sickness, tragedy, grief, death, and so on). Our reconstituted bodies will be spiritual bodies, not bodies
of flesh and blood.
The Bible doesn’t say all that much about life in paradise; however, it has a lot to say about (1) the blissful
conditions there and (2) how to get there. Jesus declares himself to be “the way” to the Father; he has gone
before us to prepare a place for all who believe in him. In the meantime, we live our earthly lives in faithful
service until we hear the last trumpet call. – 1 Corinthians 15:51-52

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Ben Eder
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“A little child will lead them”
Isaiah 11 prophesies hope for the world: wisdom, understanding, righteousness, justice,
faithfulness, peace. In the words “a little child will lead them” (v. 6), Christians hear a foretelling of
God’s coming to earth as the child Jesus. Today, children — Jesus’ examples of fitness for God’s
kingdom (Mark 10:14) — often lead in showing love.
At age 11, avid baker Michael Platt opened a pastry shop in Maryland to benefit homeless people;
for desserts sold, he gives an equal number to shelter residents. Eric Schubert, 18, of New Jersey,
uses his genealogy research skills to help strangers — more than 1,000 so far — find long-lost family.
In Pennsylvania, Neijae Graham-Henries became a certified barber at age 7 to give free haircuts to
kids who couldn’t afford them. (Stories shared on GoodNewsNetwork.org.)
May these children inspire us to use our passions and skills for good, in the name of the Christchild, who grew up and taught us to serve others in love.

Loretta Himmele

Nov. 12

Nov. 1

Abigail & Kevin Size

Learning to give thanks
Last December I had my second knee replacement. Expecting this recovery to mimic the first, I went home to heal
quickly. Instead, 10 days later one normal step led to the vertical splitting of my femur, an ambulance ride and surgery to
insert screws and a long metal plate. I spent Christmas in the hospital and New Year’s in a rehab unit, feeling anything but
thankful. Nearly a year later, the slow recovery continues.
Yet I see much to be thankful for: my caregiver cousin, who lengthened her stay considerably; my family; church
friends who provided meals, prayers and love; and doctors and therapists, who put me back together and continue to
encourage me.
As Thanksgiving approaches, I continue to work on patience but am learning — with God’s help — to “give thanks in
all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).
—Sandy Hyland

ESTHER CIRCLE
The Esther Circle collection of soup and crackers will continue until November 17th.
Thanks for the donations already contributed, and please continue to support this project to
help feed those in need in our community. The items collected are taken to Kenmore
Presbyterian Church for distribution in this community. Their food pantry is open on the
second Saturday of the month, 9-11 a.m., and the last Thursday of the month, 12 noon to 2
pm.
To support our contributions to church and community charities, we are also conducting a
sale of nuts and candy. More information is in the flyer printed in this newsletter.
Please remember to bring your mites to Karen Smith, your Dash’s receipts to Sue Holway,
and used stamps and used printer cartridges to Pat Watkins. All are given to the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League (LWML) for missionary projects in the US and around the world.
Our November meeting is on the 11th, which is Veterans Day. Let us all remember our
nation’s heroes, thank them for their service, and pray for their well-being.
And looking ahead, we will conduct a cookie exchange at the December 9 meeting. We
also hope to have a speaker from Hananiah Lutheran Church that evening. Your coffee hour
and Pot Faith donations support their ministry in Buffalo.
Lastly, but importantly, let us celebrate Thanksgiving with a heart full of gratitude to our
Lord for the blessings of salvation, freedom, and family and friends.
Carol Obot and Sue Holway

The P.A.L. (Pilgrim Active Laymen) will meet on Saturday, November 16th, at 9:00 a.m. at the
Olympic Restaurant at Military Road and Sheridan Drive. All men are welcome to join us.

In last month's copy of the newsletter, Martin Luther was quoted about singing and its
importance. He wrote several hymns and on Reformation Sunday we sing probably the most
well-known of Luther's hymns, A Mighty Fortress is Our God. Singing is mentioned
throughout the Bible - especially singing psalms and praises unto God. The Israelites along
with Moses sang a song mentioned in Exodus 15. The disciples sang psalms after the Lord's
supper (Matthew 26:30). So, it is easy to connect how singing hymns has become part of
worship services down through the ages.
In the modern age, one of the first hymns used by Lutherans in the Missouri Synod was
published' around 1847: "We have chosen the hymnal with much effort and with much
sighing. God grant that it is worthy to be used by the communion of believers!” says C.F.W.
Walther who was instrumental in its development.
He further writes: “As far as the recorded hymns are concerned, the fact that they
are pure in doctrine, that they have already found as general a reception as possible in the
orthodox German-Lutheran Church, and that they have thus received as unanimous a
testimony as possible that they have flowed from the right spirit, has been taken into
consideration in the selection of these hymns.... The editors have been vividly aware of the
great task they had to accomplish; they have desponded entirely of their own wisdom and
called upon God earnestly for His Holy Spirit's enlightenment and government and especially
for the gift of testing and discerning the spirits; you can be assured that they have worked
with fear and trembling and have chosen only those hymns from the immense treasure that
the Christian Church possesses of German songs..." [Translation of Walther's writings
in Der Lutheraner from the year 1847, p. 48(?).]
I don't know about you but reading about what has gone into hymn selection for our
hymnbook makes me appreciate the hymn that much more. In next month's newsletter I will
write about an Advent Hymn; and yes, it's in our hymnal.
Musically Yours,
Ruth Whitmer

FYI:

The following profiles were originally published in the February and October 2004
issues of the newsletter.

Increasing Your Faith-Sharing Ability Is Possible!
Lutheran Hour Ministries has a great read for those wanting to empower their witness. New from
InterVarsity Press is The Reluctant Witness: Discovering the Delight of Spiritual Conversations. Written by Lutheran
Hour Ministries' Content Development Manager Don Everts, this book examines why we speak less these
days about Jesus—and gives hope for what we can do to improve the situation.
Drawing from ample research gathered by Barna Group, The Reluctant Witness takes an honest look at the
state of our conversations about faith and God. Throughout the book, Everts weaves loads of data into an
easy-to-read narrative to form a compelling whole. He gives the reader vital insights into why things are as they
are and offers much-needed encouragement on how they can be different when we talk about Jesus.
Early in life Everts simply assumed that spiritual conversations were going to be difficult at best. But his
surprising—and sometimes embarrassing—stories affirm what Scripture and the latest research reveal:
spiritual conversations can actually be a delight, a real joy. Readers will come away with a fresh grasp of the
possibilities of talking about their faith and will appreciate the best practices offered on how to become an
eager conversationalist.
You can get a copy of this book for $15. To do that and to check out the other Barna-based resources LHM
has available, just click here for more information.

Radio That's More Than Just Music to Your Ears
You can go to SENT Radio to hear sermons from past Speakers for The Lutheran Hour. Messages from
Revs. Oswald Hoffmann, Dale Meyer, Wallace Schulz, Ken Klaus, and Gregory Seltz are currently being aired.
Biographic intros of these Speakers give listeners background on the life and ministry of these individuals.
Each Speaker faithfully proclaims God's love and encourages listeners to consider the claims of Jesus as Lord
and Redeemer.
Here you'll also find Scripture readings, hymns, instrumentals, and vocal music. Morning prayers and
evening vespers can be heard daily at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. respectively. On Sundays, the current sermon by
Speaker Rev. Michael Zeigler airs at 7 and 9:30 a.m., noon, and again at 2:30 p.m.
You can find SENT Radio by clicking here.
"Making SENT Radio available to the public right now comes at an excellent time for Lutheran Hour
Ministries," said Dr. Tony Cook, vice president for Global Ministries. "The sheer volume of teaching, devotional,
and education materials LHM has produced through its long history should be available to the public. Our
mission from the start has been to edify the community of believers while reaching out to those on the
periphery who do not yet know Christ. SENT Radio strengthens LHM's position as a global leader in sharing
the Gospel and empowering people to share their faith with others."

A much-needed message
National Bible Week, now observed every Thanksgiving week, got its
start on a turbulent day. Founders of the National Bible Association were
reading Scripture over the NBC radio network on Sunday morning,
December 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was attacked. Because of the
traumatic events, the network asked that the Bible-reading continue all day,
in between news updates. Radio stations throughout America picked up the
programming, allowing countless listeners to receive words from God —
“who comforts you” (Isaiah 51:12) — when they needed it most.

Honor our veterans
Veterans Day, which is November 11 each year, is a holiday to honor America’s veterans for their patriotism
and willingness to serve and sacrifice for our nation’s common good.
Christians follow the Prince of Peace, so war is a dilemma that often challenges people of faith. Some
Christians are pacifists, while others believe in a “just war.” Many believe that the goals of freedom, justice,
equality and democracy are worth the cost required.
Whatever individual Christians decide about any given conflict, most Christians believe that men and
women who strive to make this world free of tyrants are to be respected. As Winston Churchill said, “Never in
the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”
Thank you to all the men and women who served or are now serving our country.

A Veterans Day prayer
God of all nations, you are our Strength and Shield. We give you thanks today for the devotion and courage
of all those who have offered military service for this country …
We ask today that you would lift up by your Spirit those who are now at war; encourage and heal those in
hospitals or mending their wounds at home; guard those in any need or trouble; hold safely in your hands all
military families and bring the returning troops to joyful reunion and tranquil life at home. Give to us, your
people, grateful hearts and a united will to honor these men and women and hold them always in our love and
our prayers until your world is perfected in peace and all wars cease. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
—Rev. Dr. Jennifer Phillips

Always thankful
Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At the
time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central Europe, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as pastor in
Eilenburg, a walled town that became a crowded refuge for starving fugitives. Although Rinkart was struggling
to provide for his own family, he opened his own home to people in need.
After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to 50 funerals a day — including services for his
wife and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the despair, he wrote many hymns, including “Now Thank
We All Our God.” Originally intended as a table prayer, it’s now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s
“countless gifts of love” — even during hardships.

Song of thanksgiving
After retiring from the ministry in England, the Rev. Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) became a prolific hymn
writer. Some people have compared his talents to those of Charles Wesley, co-founder of the Methodist Church.
Green’s popular Thanksgiving hymn “For the Fruits of His Creation” calls worshipers to move beyond
gratitude to their responsibilities for other people and for God’s creation. The hymn’s closing lines sum up why
Christians can give thanks throughout the year: “For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still
confound us, most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.”

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER IS NOVEMBER 24TH.

