
 

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

44 CHAPEL ROAD – KENMORE, NY 14217 

(716) 875-5485 

A Congregation in Mission, Community and Service 

PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
MARCH 2019 

PASTOR: Rev. Ben Eder                                                  SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM 

EDITOR: Mary Werth                                          TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  9:30 AM 

ASSOC. EDITOR:                                                                           WORSHIP: 10:00 AM 

 



 

 

 



 

SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE   
MARCH 2019 

DATE Mar. 3 Mar. 10 Mar. 17 Mar. 24 Mar. 31 

READER Alex Ruby Carolyn 
Alessi 

Mary Werth Gary Smith Tyrone 
Bryant 

USHERS Tegwanda 
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* 
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* 
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Dianne 
Weurch 
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* 
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Alessi 

Scot LaFalce 
 
* 

Traci 
LaFalce 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT 

Gary Smith Eric Fellner George 
Alessi 

Frank Alessi Jim O’Brien 

NURSERY Carol Obot Jim & Gabby 
O’Brien 

Carolyn 
Alessi 

Amber 
Trimmer 

Linda Eder 

 

 

 

To God you shall return 
     The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return” might 

seem depressing. But in our often death-denying culture, some might find it refreshing to hear the frank 

statement that we can do nothing to save ourselves, physically or spiritually — that, no matter how we try to 

avoid sin, we can’t untangle ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then, to know we don’t have to! God 

loves us as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s power over us.  

 

     A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the middle of a long piece of ribbon, such 

that when you lift it high, the two ends — one symbolizing our baptism and the other, our funeral — meet and 

touch. We come from dust and will return to dust, but we also come from God and will return to God. Ash 

Wednesday reminds us that we’re always safe in God’s love. 

 



 

Madison Porter  Mar. 1 

Karen Smith  Mar. 5 

Philip Hinterberger  Mar. 13 

Wes Wiers  Mar. 20 

Molly Donnelly  Mar. 22 

Linda Eder  Mar. 23 

Rhonda Mohr  Mar. 23 

Naomi George  Mar. 26 

Jeff Rodgers  Mar. 27 

Tim McGuan  Mar. 30 
 

 

Something for the soul 
     Members of The First Presbyterian Church of Snohomish, Washington, had just celebrated the church's 125th 

anniversary. After the meal and program some volunteers began to clean up. They soon realized there was a lot 

of food left over and not enough freezer space. Someone suggested taking it to a nearby women's and children's 

shelter.  

     They phoned the shelter and learned that every room and every bed would be filled that night. And, yes, they 

would be very grateful for the food.  

     Containers were soon filled with food and loaded into a car. "Don't forget the flowers," someone said. "They 

need something for the soul too!"  

     At the shelter some of the "guests" helped the church members unload the food and flowers. A woman from 

the church carrying a large cake smiled and said, "I hope it's someone's birthday here today." Discovering that it 

wasn't, she added, "Well, you get to make up a holiday to celebrate."  

     Seeing the rain outside, one of the homeless women replied, "Everyday INSIDE is a holiday."  

 



ESTHER CIRCLE 

 

 On February 9th, we hosted the Buffalo Zone LWML Mission Service Workshop here at 

Pilgrim.  Approximately 32 women from area churches (including 10 of us) attended.  We 

made surgical caps and cards of encouragement for the Oishei Children’s Hospital in 

Buffalo.  It was a great networking project! 

 

 Our Candy Sale is still going on until all the candy is gone.  The raffle drawing for these 

3 large chocolate bars will be on Sunday, March 3rd during fellowship time.  Thank you for all 

your support for this fundraiser. 

 Reminder!  At coffee hours and Pot Faiths in 2019, we will be collecting donations for 

the Food Pantry operated by Hananiah Lutheran Church in Buffalo.  Used stamps trimmed 

with a one quarter inch border can be given to Pat Watkins.  Karen Smith will accept your 

“mites” (pennies and other change) for LWML.  Sue Holway will collect your Dash’s grocery 

receipts. 

 This month’s meeting is Monday, March 11th, at 6:30 p.m. at the church.  Sharon 

McGuan will be leading a Bible Study. 

 As we go into the season of Lent, let us reflect on the sacrifice for our sins – our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

          Carol Obot & Sue Holway 



?? DID YOU KNOW ?? 

     North Tonawanda is having Art on Oliver Street.  They will select only 15 for reproduction & 

enlargement to be displayed in Storefront windows for 6 months.  I am planning on submitting these 

done in pastels and see what happens. I’ve also included a pastel portrait of Mike I did earlier last 

year.  – Dianne Wuerch 

 

 

 



 



 

                            Devotions Point to God's Love Through the Cross of Christ 

     With Lent comes the period in the church year when the love of God as expressed in the bitter suffering and 

death of His Son Jesus is contemplated among Christians. This year's Lenten devotions from LHM, People of 

the Passion, give readers the sense of wonder at how God could love us so much that He would do this—

sacrifice His only Son —on our behalf.  

 

     Written by Dr. Kari Vo, LHM's theological writer, these devotions artfully depict God's love at work through 

the centuries. His plan known from the beginning, His love constant to the end, He has made a way for us to 

join Him in eternity through the life, death—and resurrection of His Son Jesus.  

 

     While these messages are perfect for personal and group study, they're also great as a pass-along meditation 

for family members and friends. Did you find a message particularly inspiring? Copy it and send it to someone 

in an e-mail. Nothing says, "I'm thinking about you" like a devotion telling them of God's love in Christ.  

 

     You can read People of the Passion or hear it as a podcast. During the Lenten season, you can receive these 

devotions as a daily e-mail, beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019. A downloadable version, which 

includes a large-font text and bulletin inserts, is available, too. Audio begins on March 6 with Dr. Michael 

Zeigler, Speaker for The Lutheran Hour, reading the devotions. You can click here for more details. 

 

     Los personajes de la Pasión, the Spanish-language version, will be available to read or listen online, or as a 

daily e-mail through the Lenten season beginning March 6, 2019. A customizable print version is now 

available. Rev. Hector Hoppe supplies the audio. You can click here for more details. 

                               What's Your Men's NetWork WORK DAY Project? 

     Saturday, April 27, is the "official" day of this year's Men's NetWork WORK DAY. It's that day we set 

aside (the seventh year running now) for men and groups to take a few hours of their time and help someone 

who needs it in their neighborhoods and communities. It's a chance to put the body of Christ in action by being 

the hands and feet of Jesus, for others.  

     There are lots of ways to help your communities: odd jobs for the elderly; clean-up jobs for a local park or 

public use area; small building projects, hauling trash, repair jobs, painting, organizing, and so on. The more 

you can work off your church's campus, the more likely you can impact those who don't have a connection to 

church or God. And who knows where that might lead? 

     We said official earlier because if Saturday, April 27, for some reason doesn't work for your men's group to 

do a WORK DAY job, another day that's convenient for your group will do. If you've got a few buddies and 

you've got a job you'd like to tackle, then for sure sign up. We welcome your participation! 

     Soon you'll be able to access our registration and sign-up pages at the Men's NetWork by clicking here. You 

can also find some suggestions for WORK DAY jobs on our website. Be sure to check them out; there are some 

good ideas in there. 

 

https://www.lhm.org/lent/
http://www.paraelcamino.com/cuaresma/
https://www.lhm.org/men/workday.asp


           

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 

APRIL NEWSLETTER IS MARCH 24TH. 


