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From the Pastor 

     Buffalo is known as “The City of Good Neighbors.” This applies not only to the City of Buffalo, but to all of 

Western New York as well. Many know their neighbors, and are also welcoming of those new to the 

neighborhood. 

     However, times are changing, and so are neighborhoods. On my street, I know many of my neighbors. There 

are also several who I don't know. Some choose to keep to themselves. Others, we have yet to have a 

meaningful interaction.  

     We live in the age of social media, in which we may have deeper online friendships with people halfway 

around the world, but may barely know those who live next door. 

     While social media is a blessing in a lot of ways, it can also be a drawback; in no way can it be a substitute 

for associations and friendships in real life. 

     I believe that the biggest problem facing most people today is the problem of isolation and the loneliness it 

produces.  

     Let's say you encounter someone on the sidewalk: in many cases, they are lost in their own world, plugged 

into the music they are listening to on their portable device. 

     We choose to live in our isolated cocoons, tuning other people and the whole world out.  

     This is where the Church can make a difference: the local congregation can offer the gift of hospitality.  

     The local congregation can be a center of hospitality, an oasis in a world that seems to be more fragmented 

and closed in.  

     God's Word has many verses and examples that deal with hospitality: perhaps my favorite verse on this topic 

comes from Hebrews 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 

angels without knowing it.” 

     In any given congregation, the Holy Spirit brings people together from different socio-economic 

backgrounds, different races and ethnicities, divergent personalities, and all the rest all on the basis of our 

mutual faith in Jesus Christ and our desire to worship and serve Him together. Our fellowship is truly an act of 

God! 

     In response, let us not only practice fellowship with one another, but also with those outside our 

congregation...the world badly needs the love of Jesus! 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Ben Eder 

 

 



 

SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE   
 

JULY 2019 

DATE July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28  

READER Dooley 
O’Rourke 

Eric Fellner Tim McGuan Scot LaFalce  

USHERS Scot 
LaFalce 

* 
Traci 

LaFalce 

Tegwanda 
Alford 

* 
Peggy Clark 

Eric Fellner 
 
* 

Gary Smith 

Tyrone 
Bryant 

* 
Jim Miller 

 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT 

George 
Alessi 

Frank Alessi Jim O’Brien Gary Smith  

NURSERY Jim and 
Gabby 

O’Brien 

Carolyn 
Alessi 

Linda Eder Carol Obot  

 

 

A prayer for the Fourth 
 

     Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for the blessings of this land and 
the gifts of cultures around the world. Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. 
Remind us, in the words of the hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and that your goodness prevails. 
Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard us against despair. Help us focus on the kindness evident daily: 
from generous neighbors to conscientious public servants (because most are). On Independence Day 
and every day, “O let [us] ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler 
yet.” Amen. 

—Sandy Hyland 



 

 

Abigail Size  Jul. 1 

Violet Schober  Jul. 10 

Delores Zeeb  Jul. 17 

Sharon McGuan  Jul. 22 
 

 

 

Jul. 12 Rod & Rhonda Mohr 

Jul. 18 Robert & Violet Schober 

Jul. 23 Scot & Traci LaFalce 

Jul. 24 Greg & Diane Jakubowski 

Jul. 25 Jim & Kathy Rodgers 

Jul. 28 Jeanette & Michael Donnelly 
 



 

ESTHER CIRCLE 

     There will be no meeting on Monday, July 8th.  The Bake Sale in June was a 
success!  Along with the weather being in our favor, we made over $400.  Thank you to all 
who contributed to this event! 
 
     The 4th Sunday of the month, the Esther Circle provides the refreshments during coffee 
hour.  The collection on these Sundays and at the Pot Faith meals are going to Hananiah 
Lutheran Church's Food Pantry this year. As of now through June we have collected $321.  
Your continued support is appreciated. Thank you! 
 
     REMINDER!  Used stamps trimmed with a quarter inch border and old printer ink 
cartridges can be given to Pat Watkins.  The stamps are used for a mission project that 
provides Bibles to prisoners.  The money from the ink cartridges is used for various mission 
projects.  Karen Smith will accept your "mites" (pennies and other change) for LWML 
mission grants.  Check the board to see what projects have been funded by the "mites".  Sue 
Holway will collect your Dash's grocery receipts. 
 
     May you enjoy the warm sunny summer weather and God's beautiful creation! 
 

Carol Obot & Sue Holway 
 

VBS ALERT! 
 

     On Wednesday, July 17, at 6 pm, there is a VBS Committee meeting at church.  All 
members need to attend. 
 
     After church on Sunday, July 28th, we will be decorating and setting up the Fellowship Hall 
for VBS.  We need committee members to help!  
 
     NOTE:  We will be providing a light meal to the children who participate in the VBS each 
evening at 5:30 pm.  There will also be a snack time later. We will be posting a sign-up list for 
food items by the end of July. We also plan to have the meal menu posted. We hope that 
members and friends of Pilgrim will contribute to this. Thank you! 
 

LWML dates to remember: 
 

August 8, 2019: Buffalo Zone Picnic at Pioneer Camp and Retreat Center 
September 20 - 22, 2019:  LWML Eastern District Retreat at Pioneer Camp and Retreat Center. 

Speaker:  Katie Schuermann   Theme: "Listen, Look, Leap" based on Proverbs 3: 5-6 
The registration form will be in the Spring LINK 

September 28, 2019:  Buffalo Zone Fall Event 9:00 am to 2:00 pm Registration $10 at First Trinity Lutheran 
Church. Topic: "Equipping Women for Service" Darlene Marcucci-Miller will be our speaker 

June 12-14, 2020:  Eastern District LWML Convention, Syracuse, NY  Theme: "Live By Faith" based on 2 
Corinthians 5:6-7 



 

 A Voter’s Meeting was held on June 23rd after the service.  As you know, we now have 

electronic giving on our web site.  You can make a one-time donation or set up recurring 

donations.  If you have chosen a recurring donation, please check your statement each 

month to see if it is on there.  Some folks have had the first donation taken, but then the 

second one does not happen.  You can contact Dianne Wuerch or Carolyn Alessi if you have 

any problems with this. 

 We are going to replace our shed, which contains the mower, snow blower and other 

groundskeeping items that we need.  The new one will be bigger, and it will be placed on a 

concrete slab.  A sidewalk from the shed to the parking lot will also be added.  Estimates are 

being obtained. 

 As for replacing our boiler:  so far, we have only received 2 estimates, even though 4 

companies came out to see what they would have to do.  We are trying to get a response 

from the other two.  Our current boiler is still fine for the next winter, so we may postpone 

getting a new one until next year. 

 We are replacing our entire sound system.  The new one will also be capable of being 

used for any outdoor services.  Since some of the parts (speakers, etc.) of our current one 

are still good and the contractor says they can be resold, we can get a credit against the 

cost of the new one. 

 The organ blower will be replaced as well.  The one we have is not really the proper 

one for our organ.  The new one will also be quieter. 

 God has blessed us through generous members and bequests with the finances to be 

able to make these improvements. 

 VBS – we need people to sign up for the snacks.  Please contact Carol Obot if you can 

help.  (Please see the flyer and registration form in this newsletter.) 

 Ruth Whitmer is looking into starting a choir.  We can add to our music ministry.  If 

anyone is interested, please contact her. 

 The next meeting is scheduled for September 15th. 

 We adjourned and closed with prayer. 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

 Community Picnic   Saturday July 6, 2019  1PM-5PM 

We are looking for helpers to work at our picnic and for some help with 

food items. Please check the list below to see where you could help. 

We will provide hot dogs, burgers, sausage, buns, beverages and ice 

cream. 

                                             Items needed 

Side dishes- cold salads (potato salad, macaroni salad, etc.) baked beans 

(potato chips, pretzels /single serving bags only please)   

Desserts-   NONE   

Please have any food items at the church by 11:30AM on Saturday.  If you 

are not able to bring your food to church, we can have it picked up. 

Please call Gary (716 348-4096) or Wes (716 472-2926) with any 

questions. 

Thank you. 

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

** This is a free social event for everyone. ** 

BOUNCE HOUSE, GAMES AND FUN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     How Does Your Household Rate? 

     Building a Vibrant Household is now available!  

 

     This five-session course explores the spiritual vibrancy of households. It shares three vital 

characteristics available to any household. By utilizing these simple strategies, households can 

foster cooperation and a more biblically based perspective among members.  

     Building a Vibrant Household includes a personal journal and discussion guide, helpful tips 

for small group discussion, and a transcript of the course's videos. The goal of the course for 

participants is to adopt a plan of action to grow in one of the helpful practices that mark vibrant 

households: applying spiritual disciplines, extending hospitality, and/or engaging in spiritual 

conversations.  

     All LHM Learn online courses are FREE and need only your registration to use. To check 

out this course and the others at LHM Learn, you can click here. Don't forget too that you can 

start and stop courses mid-stream, returning later to where you left off, so they are ideal for 

people with busy schedules.  

     Online courses from LHM Learn fall into five different faith-strengthening categories. Here 

they are:  

 

     * Christian Foundations (the basics of Christianity from biblical, theological, and historical 

perspectives) 

 

     * Cultural Concepts (resources to understand the different demographics, cultures, and 

religions in our world today) 

 

     * Everyday Insights (thoughts about the good and bad that life throws our way) 

 

     * Outreach Essentials (personal evangelism and tools to reach others with the Gospel) 

 

     * Spiritual Reflections (devotional thoughts meant to strengthen and encourage) 

 

     Courses from LHM Learn are suitable for self-study or to work through in groups. Look 

through the above menu of offerings to see what interests you and your group. 

 

https://www.lhm.org/learn/


                     

 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER IS JULY 21ST. 


