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SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE   
 

JANUARY 2019 

DATE Jan. 6 Jan. 13 Jan. 20 Jan. 27  

READER Wes Weirs Carolyn 

Alessi 

Gary Smith Tyrone 

Bryant 

 

USHERS Tyrone 

Bryant 
 

* 
Jim Miller 

Mike 

Weurch 
 

* 
Dianne 

Weurch 

Tegwanda 

Alford 
 

* 
Peggy Clark 

George 

Alessi 
 

* 
Jim O’Brien 

 

COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT 

George 
Alessi 

Frank 
Alessi 

Jim O’Brien Gary Smith  

NURSERY Jim & Gaby 
O’Brien 

Peggy 
Clark 

Carol Obot Carolyn 
Alessi 

 

 

 

Kingfisher faith  
     In a video on his publisher’s website, Eugene Peterson tells of watching a kingfisher repeatedly dive for fish 

in a lake. Peterson counted 37 dives before the kingfisher caught its supper! “And he’s the king fisher!” 
Peterson chuckles. From that bird-watching episode, he gleaned a ministry lesson: It may take a long time and 

many attempts — maybe dozens! — before something works out.  
 
     God calls us to live out his love faithfully, even when we don’t seem to be accomplishing anything. Maybe 

we extend 36 invitations to worship, work 36 monthly shifts at a food bank or utter 36 prayers without seeing 
results. “What’s the point?” we wonder. But the kingfisher urges us on: “Maybe number 37 is the charm!”  

 
     In the words of St. Paul (and mixing fishing and farming metaphors): “Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIV) 



 

Rev. Ben Eder  Jan. 5 

Amber Trimmer  Jan. 9 

Michael Donnelly  Jan. 25 

Bryan Hinterberger  Jan. 25 

Traci LaFalce  Jan. 28 

Patricia Watkins  Jan. 31 

 

Reading resolutions  
     Every January, many Christians resolve to read the entire Bible in one year. That’s a worthy goal, but God 
doesn’t require us to read a certain number of verses or chapters per day. Instead, he tells us to simply be in his 

Word — and thus be with him — so he can grow our faith, light our path and assure us of his love and 
forgiveness. God’s Word is a precious gift, but we need to “unwrap” it!  
 

     F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a new year of discovering (and rediscovering!) Scripture: “Read the  
Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a home letter. If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach, gather it. If a 

promise lies upon the page as a blank check, cash it. If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch it as a 
feathered arrow from the bow of your desire. If an example of holiness gleams before you, ask God to do as 
much for you. If the truth is revealed … entreat that its brilliance may ever irradiate … your life.” 

 

“A New Year’s resolution is something that goes in one year and out the other.”  

—Unknown  

 

* * *  

“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice.”  

—Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

* * *  

“Pursue some path, however narrow and crooked, in which you can walk with love and reverence.”  

—Henry David Thoreau  

* * * 

* * * “Learn to light a candle in the darkest moments of someone's life. Be the light that helps others see.”  

—Roy T. Bennett 



 
 The final Voters Meeting of 2018 was held on December 9 th after the service.  The 
Church Council members are: 

 
  President – Jim O’Brien 

  Vice President – Tim McGuan  
  Recording Secretary – Tegwanda Alford 

  Treasurer – Carolyn Alessi  
  Financial Secretary – Mike Weurch 

  Elders – Tyrone Bryant (head elder), Scot LaFalce, Dooley O’Rourke 
 

(Correct contact info for the council members will be in the next newsletter.) 
 

 The council is looking into replacing our aging boiler.  When replaced, the new one will 
be funded by a recent gift. 

 
 The Community Dinner is in good hands.  A committee was formed, and they have lots 

of recipes.  The December dinner went well, but they had lots of soup left over.  A call was 
made to Friends of the Night People, who gladly accepted it.  We will have the dinners every 

month with 2 exceptions:  July is the community picnic and August is the month off, so 
everyone can take a much-needed rest. 

 
 Dianne Weurch is working with our web developer in improving and adding some 

features to our church’s website. 
 

 The Christmas Caroling was a success.  A round of applause was given to Mark 
DeFazio, who organized this.  (A separate article about this is on the next page.)  

 
 The budget for 2019 was discussed and passed. 

 
 The next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2019. 

 

 We adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

AFTERWARD 
 During the meeting, Traci LaFalce spoke about her students needing winter clothing.  

A collection was taken after the meeting.  This is the outcome: 
 

“The church went beyond helpful for my students in Cassadaga for Christmas.  I was 
able to get new boots and coats and buy food for 10 families, including toiletries. God Bless 

you all!  The church came together and helped show Christ’s presence where it was needed.  
Thank you!” 

Traci 
 



 

On Saturday, Dec. 8, 2018, a group from Pilgrim went caroling at the McCauley 

Nursing Home, Oakwood and Brookdale Assisted living homes. It was an enlightened time 

for everyone! The glow on the residents' faces was so rewarding to see. Thank you to Mark 

DeFazio for making this happen. Thank you to Ruth Whitmer for directing us and to those 

who participated. We would love to see this be an annual event! 

 

ESTHER CIRCLE 

 

     Ron Calandra, Executive Director for "The Hearts for The Homeless", gave an 

enlightening talk about the agency's mission at our December 10 th meeting. As a result of the 

generous giving through 2018 by Pilgrim members and friends, the circle presented to the 

agency a check for $625. Thank you! 

     At coffee hours and Pot Faiths in 2019, we will be collecting donations for the Food Pantry 

operated by Hananiah Lutheran Church in Buffalo.  

     The circle will be making chocolate suckers at the church Saturday, January 19th, from 

9:30 am - noon. We plan to sell them as a fund raiser in February.  You will hear more on this 

in January.  We are also hosting The LWML Buffalo Zone Mission Event on Saturday morning, 

February 9th.  Information is posted on the bulletin board and will be in next month's 

newsletter. 

     Reminder!  Used stamps trimmed with a 1/4 inch border around them can be given to Pat 

Watkins; Karen Smith will accept your "mites" - pennies or other change - for LWML; and Sue 

Holway will be collecting Dash's grocery receipts. 

     The January meeting is Monday, January 14 th at 6:30 pm. A Blessed New Year to 

everyone!         Carol Obot & Sue Holway 

 



 



 

TIME TO UN-DECORATE! 

 Come and join us on Saturday, January 5 th, at 9:30 a.m. to take down the Christmas 

decorations at church.  Many hands make light work! 

 

 

The P.A.L.s (Pilgrim Active Laymen) will meet on Saturday, January 19 th, at 9:00 a.m. at 

the Olympic Restaurant at Military Road and Sheridan Drive.  All men are welcome to join us. 

 

CHURCH MAILBOXES 

Just a friendly reminder to check and empty your church mailbox often.  You never 

know what surprises it may hold! 

 

Sailor:  I was shipwrecked and lived on a can of sardines for a week. 

Captain:  My, weren’t you afraid that you’d fall off? 

Q:  When is a car not a car? 

A:  When it turns into a gas station. 



 



 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I’m not shouting, “I’ve been saved!” 

I’m whispering, “I get lost sometimes 
That’s why I chose this way” 

 
When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I don’t speak with human pride 
I’m confessing that I stumble – 

needing God to be my guide 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I’m not trying to be strong 

I’m professing that I’m weak 
and pray for strength to carry on 

 
When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I’m not bragging of success 
I’m admitting that I’ve failed 
and cannot ever pay the debt 

 
When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I don’t think I know it all 
I submit to my confusion 

asking humbly to be taught 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I’m not claiming to be perfect 

My flaws are far too visible 
but God believes I’m worth it 

 
When I say, “I am a Christian” 

I still feel the sting of pain 
I have my share of heartache 

which is why I seek God’s name 
 

When I say, “I am a Christian” 
I do not wish to judge 

I have no authority 
I only know I’m loved 
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THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE FEBRUARY 

NEWSLETTER IS JANUARY 27TH. 


