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From the Pastor
As we enter a new year, one of my favorite passages of Scripture comes to mind:
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.” - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
This passage is often read at funerals, although it does not address the Resurrection. Nevertheless, it
does speak to the brevity of life and the fact that there is a time for nearly everything.
Every life consists of stages, and every period of life serves its purpose. Rather than rushing through
something, or wishing that a certain stage or development was over, let us savor the moment. If we have
children, they will not always live under our roof; likewise, our parents and grandparents will not always be
with us.
When I first came to Pilgrim, I was 36 years old; this month I will be 61. Although I still feel 36 inside,
the mirror tells me something different.
Let us appreciate every stage of life that God gives us, and treasure it for what it is: an opportunity to
learn and to grow, especially in spiritual matters.
The Apostle Paul says it best at the end of 1 Corinthians 13, the so-called “Love Chapter” of the Bible:
“When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I
gave up childish ways.” - v. 11
There is a time to be a child, and there is a time to be an adult (not that we give up the “child” within
each of us). There is a difference between being child-like and childish. Let us use the march of time as an
opportunity to grow deeper in our faith and in our relationship with our Lord.

In Christ's Service,
+ Pastor Ben Eder
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A penguin “parable”
During storms, emperor penguins huddle for warmth, taking turns at the center and on the perimeter of the
group. While incubating eggs, up to 6,000 male penguins have been observed clustering for shelter against the
harsh Antarctic winter. Partially grown chicks gather in protective “crèches” (French for “cribs”); often
surrounded by a colony of adults, these groupings ward off predators and cold.
In stormy times, humans also need supportive groups; we can’t survive alone. A church family allows us to
take turns giving and receiving care. Amid social upheaval, injustice, illness, natural disaster and any loss or
crisis, God invites us to gather for protection and warmth. In the church community, we support and strengthen
one another and are empowered to go out again into the less-sheltered world.

Rev. Ben Eder

Jan. 5

Amber Trimmer

Jan. 9

Michael Donnelly

Jan. 25

Bryan Hinterberger

Jan. 25

Traci LaFalce

Jan. 28

Patricia Watkins

Jan. 31

*** IF YOUR BIRTHDAY AND/OR ANNIVERSARY IS NOT LISTED, PLEASE LET ME KNOW SO I
CAN ADD YOU TO MY LIST. THANK YOU – MARY WERTH ***

“The Book Our Mothers Read”
We search the world for truth; we cull
The good, the pure, the beautiful,
From graven stone and written scroll,
From all old flower-fields of the soul;
And, weary seekers of the best,
We come back laden from the quest,
To find that all the sages said
Is in the Book our mothers read.
—John Greenleaf Whittier

ESTHER CIRCLE
The Esther Circle will not meet during the months of January and February. Please
keep turning in Dash’s register tapes, cancelled stamps and pennies.
In December, we sent a check for $625 to seminarian Josh Radke. He received it and
sent this note:
Hi, Karen. The check arrived today. Thank you SO much! That was much more than
expected and very much appreciated. We will let you know when we can manage to “jump
the border” and come for a visit. We currently have some car problems that prevent us from
bringing it across, which should be resolved by February. We will be in touch! Please send
our greetings, best wishes and blessings to the Esther Circle and everyone else at Pilgrim.
In Christ,
Josh

Our next Community Dinner is Friday, January 5th, from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu is
homemade meatloaf with mashed potatoes and gravy, served with vegetables, bread and
butter, salad, assorted desserts and beverages. These dinners are sponsored by the
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.

TIME TO UN-DECORATE!
We will be taking down the church decorations on Saturday, January 6th at 9:30 am.
Come and join us. Many hands make light work!

A Voters Meeting was held on December 10th after the service. There was only one
replacement on the Church Council. The current members are:
Jim O’Brien – President
Tim McGuan – Vice President
Peg Clark – Secretary
Ann Seyboldt O’Rourke – Treasurer
Mike Wuerch – Financial Secretary
The Saturday service was discussed. Some ideas for attracting more people included
an earlier starting time and using more contemporary music. Members – please don’t forget
that this service is another option if you cannot make it to the Sunday service.
Pastor Ben encouraged us to “stay in the Word”. We have 3 Bible studies available
(Sunday morning, Tuesday morning and Thursday evening). Portals of Prayer is great for
morning and evening devotional times. The 2017 edition of Luther’s Small Catechism is
available from Concordia Publishing House (cph.org).
The budget for 2018 was discussed and approved.
The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 18th, 2018.
We adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!
Please donate new men’s and women’s socks (primarily men’s) for the homeless and
people in need. There will be a container at the back of the church to collect the socks.
Thank you in advance and God bless you all!
- Tracy LaFalce

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER IS JANUARY 28TH.

