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10 biblical ways to love
Listen without interrupting. “To answer before listening — that is folly and shame” (Proverbs 18:13).
Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry” (James 1:19).
Give without selfishness. “The righteous give without sparing” (Proverbs 21:26).
Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped praying for you” (Colossians 1:9).
Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with
strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the
mature body of … Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything without grumbling or arguing” (Philippians 2:14).
8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1
Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Colossians 3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12).
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—From various websites; all Scriptures NIV
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*** IF YOUR BIRTHDAY AND/OR ANNIVERSARY IS NOT LISTED, PLEASE LET ME KNOW SO I
CAN ADD YOU TO MY LIST. THANK YOU – MARY WERTH ***

“Let love live long; let hate live short.”
—Burmese proverb
***
“Love is a friendship set to music.”
—Various sources
***
“Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does not.”
—C.S. Lewis
***
“Love doesn't make the world go ‘round. Love is what makes the ride worthwhile.”
—Franklin P. Jones

ESTHER CIRCLE
This year, the donations from the monthly Esther Circle Fellowship Hour will be going
to “Hearts for the Homeless”. This organization has a mobile soup kitchen and a thrift store.
It reaches out to the homeless and the needy in the community.
We just received a check for $130 from Dash’s Markets. Thanks to all who turned in
tapes! Please keep it up because they DO add up.
On Sunday, February 25th, we will be sponsoring a “Pot Faith” luncheon after the
service. The ladies of the Circle will provide both the main meal and the dessert. A free will
offering will be collected.
There is NO meeting in February. Our next meeting will be on Monday, March 12th, at
6:30 p.m. All women are welcome to join us!

Our next Community Dinner is Friday, February 2nd, from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu is roast
pork loin with mashed potatoes, served with vegetables, bread and butter, salad, assorted
desserts and beverages. These dinners are sponsored by the Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod.

The P.A.L.s will meet on Saturday, February 17th, at 9:00 a.m. at the Olympic
Restaurant at Military Road and Sheridan Drive. All men are welcome to join us!

A prayer for Ash Wednesday
O loving God, we come to the Holy season of Lent truly sorry for our sins that have often separated us from
you. We confess that we need to repent of our offenses against you which we have committed by thought, word
and deed. We humbly pray for your mercy and forgiveness. We pray for a new quest for holiness on our part
that we may become faithful and righteous servants of Christ. In his name, we pray. Amen.

Shedding tears before God

When Philip Johnson, renowned architect and designer of the Crystal Cathedral in California, was just 13, his
family took him to France. When they entered the cathedral at Chartres, Philip was so moved by the majesty
and beauty of the building dedicated to God that he burst into tears.
I have also shed tears in a church. I wept when I felt the nudging presence of God pointing me toward the
ministry. I wept when I was ordained. I wept when I retired after serving as a pastor for 38 years.
I have seen people weep at the altar rail. I have seen brides cry during the marriage ceremony. I have observed
people weeping at funerals and sometimes at the baptism of a child. I recall a man saying to me, “I cried during
the sermon. Do you know that what you preach can sometimes make a person cry?”
To weep before God is to be in good company. Job said, “My eye pours out tears to God” (Job 16:20, NRSV).
A psalmist prayed, “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry; do not hold your peace at my tears”
(Psalm 39:12, NRSV). Read Jeremiah 9 and you will understand why he is called “the weeping prophet.”
Jesus wept over the wretched status of Jerusalem where he was spurned (Luke 19:41). He also wept when his
friend Lazarus died (John 11:35). St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “I wrote you out of much distress and
anguish of heart and with many tears” (2 Corinthians 2:4, NRSV).
The point is this: When you are moved to cry before God, cry. People with caring hearts do that. This is
something to remember, especially during Lent.
—Charles Ferrell

A prayer for Lent
Dear Christ, hasten to me. Release me from my sins. Free my arms from the chains of evil, that I may embrace
you. Lift the scales of ignorance from my eyes that I may see you. Why do you delay? What are you waiting
for? You are my God and my Lord, you are my refuge and strength, you are my glory and my hope. In you I put
my trust. Dear Christ, hasten to me.
-The monk known as Aelred
of Rievaulx in Yorkshire, England

The first day of vacation Bible school

One summer afternoon a grandfather picked up his 4-year-old grandson at church. “Well, Jason, how
did you like your first day of vacation Bible school?”
“It was great!” the boy replied. “We heard some stories and drew some pictures. Then we went out to
play, and when we came back in God had juice and cookies waiting for us!”

The humble God
God always humbles himself, traveling in this world incognito, now in the burning bush,
now a voice in the night, now the potter's wheel, now the lowly Carpenter of Nazareth,
now the blinding light on the road to Damascus - he is the great Causal, passing us a
thousand times a day in the crowded streets of circumstance and always in a different
guise, the eternal One of infinite resource. How easy it must have been for his neighbors to
think of Jesus as merely another carpenter with a few strange and startling notions and a
disturbing way of living. God humbles himself so we may enjoy him .... Like faith, humility
is also the life of the soul, and what is humility but holding common things, and
unpretentious people, and ordinary events in reverence?
-Samuel H. Miller in The Life of the Soul

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
MARCH NEWSLETTER IS FEBRUARY 25TH.

