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From the Pastor

How ministry has changed for me over the past 30 years:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Guests expected to be introduced during the service; today, they don't want to be singled out.
Most people joined a church for the doctrine; today more seem concerned about a warm
welcome and developing relationships within the church.

Many visited or joined a church because of the denomination; today more just want to know
about Jesus.

Years ago, children who grew up in the church usually planned to remain in that congregation;
today, more are open to “shopping” for one that meets their needs.

In an earlier time, churches that remained “small” were often regarded as “failures;” today,
small churches are more the norm (along with the existence of fewer, but larger megachurches).
There was a time when guests eagerly signed the guestbook; today, few guests do.

Guests once easily gave their names when visiting a church for the first time; today, it takes a
few visits when they finally get comfortable sharing that.

Visitors once expected a pastor or church members to visit them at home the Sunday afternoon
after they attended service; today they would be surprised (or inconvenienced) if that were to
happen.

When church members were in the hospital, the first thing they would do is inform the church
or the pastor they were there; today, some never bother to do so.

Church members once routinely invited pastors to baptismal & confirmation celebrations and
other major life observances; today, the pastor is often overlooked.

When church members have a problem, they may seek out a secular counselor, psychologist, or
psychiatrist and don't even consider the option of seeing the pastor.

There was a time when church members knew their Bibles and how to look up books, passages,
and verses; today, it is a struggle for many to do so.

In the past, people may choose to join a church after a visit or two; today, it takes longer to
assimilate people into membership.

In earlier times a pastor could expect the unchurched to know the Bible and church practices;
today, it is rare to come across an unchurched person who knows anything about the Bible or
what happens in a church.

Non-churchgoers may be aware of Psalm 23, the Lord's Prayer, and “Amazing Grace.”

There is more that I could say, but you get the point: times have changed, and certainly not always for
the better! Despite this, we are assured that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” -
Hebrews 13:8. As we enter the Season of Lent, we have the opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus'
sacrifice and death on the cross for our sins. Unlike the world, which has no lasting hope, we can offer
others the hope (meaning “assurance”) of Christ's resurrection from the dead; because He lives, all who
believe in Him shall live also in eternal bliss!

While we appreciate our history and what has come before, may we also look forward to the new
opportunities that Jesus gives us to share His Gospel and the possibilities that His Word can work in the
lives of those who hear and receive it with gladness.

Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Ben Eder +



SUNDAY SERVER SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 2018

DATE === Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb. 18 Feb. 25
READER Dooley Eric Fellner Tim McGuan Alec Ruby
OO0 Rour
USHERS Eric Tegwanda Tyrone Mike Wuerch
Fellner Alford Bryant
* * * *
Gary Smith | Peggy Clark Jim Miller Dianne
Wuerch
COMMUNION George Frank Alessi Gary Smith Eric Fellner
ASSISTANT Alessi
NURSERY Peggy Carol Obot Amber Linda Eder
Clark Trimmer
ACOLYTE Eric Gabby Seth Keef Philip
Fellner or Od6Brie Hinterberger
Gary Smith
10 biblical ways to love
1. Listen without interrupt iontati si TToo la nys wvaenrd bhsehfaonreed |(iF
2. Speak without accusing. fAiBe quick to |isten, slow
3. Give without selfishness AThe righteous give wit
4. Pray without <ceasippe.d PWea yh awge froat yontu®d ( Col ossi an
5. Anhswer without arguing. fABetter dry crust with
strifed (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending iSpeaking the peatthet h i n
mature body of ¢é Christo (Ephesians 4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. ADo everything without
8 Trust without wavering. Al Love] always protect s,
Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. AForgive as the Lord f
10.Pr omi s e Withoutfogt ing. AA | ging fulfilled

0 From various websites; all Scriptures NIV
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Rob Gross Feb. 2
Carol Gross Feb. 4
Kathy Kornacki Feb. 8
Grace Termini Feb. 8
Kathy Farkas Feb. 10
Seth Keef Feb. 12
Jack Hambridge Feb. 18
Colvina Colvin Feb. 25

*** |F YOUR BIRTHDAY AND/OR ANNIVERSARY IS NOT LISTED, PLEASE LET ME KNOW SO |
CAN ADD YOU TO MY LIST. THANK YOU d MARY WERTH ***

rt. o

ifLet |l ove |Iive long; | et hate |live sho
0 Burmese proverb

* % %

ALove is a friendship set to music. o
0 Various sources

* % %

AThough our feelings come and go, Goddés |l ove for

o0 C.S. Lewis

* % %

ALove doesn't dmakedt heoweril s wlhat makes the ride
0 Franklin P. Jones



ESTHER CIRCLE

This year, the donations from the monthly Esther Circle Fellowship Hour will be going

to OHearts for the Homel e sasndbile soup kitchen amdra thiaftrstore.at i o n

It reaches out to the homeless and the needy in the community.

We just received a check for $130 from Dashos

tapes! Please keep it up because they DO add up.

On Sunday, Feb ruary25™, we will be sponsoring a OPot
service. The ladies of the Circle will provide both the main meal and the dessert. A free will
offering will be collected.

There is NO meeting in February. Our next meeting will be on M onday, March 12 ™, at
6:30 p.m. All women are welcome to join us!

Our next Community Dinner is Friday,  February 2 ™, from 5to 7 p.m. The menui s roast

pork loin with mashed potatoes, served with vegetables, bread and bultter, salad, assorted
desserts and beverages. These dinners are sponsored by the Lutheran Church 0 Missouri
Synod.

The P.A.L.s will meet on Saturday, February 17 ™, at 9:00 a.m. at the Olympic
Restaurant at Military Road and Sheridan Drive. All men are welcome to join us!

Fa



