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The Reformation was not about anything new, but about returning to the unchanged
and unchanging truth. So it still is today. The celebration of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation is not a time for novelty. It is time to return. Return to the truth. Return to the
basics. Return to the foundation.
Do you remember the Small Catechism? Many of us were made to memorize the
catechism (or at least part of it) during our confirmation classes. Some of us might have even
suffered through a public examination over the contents of the catechism.
How much do you remember? Say it with me: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason
or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him … .” Can you finish? Do you
remember where that is found (Luther’s Explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’
Creed)?
It’s time to return. Luther wrote the Small Catechism for the instruction of lay people.
Luther intended the Small Catechism to be used at church and in the home to instruct children
in the faith and to reinforce the faith in the hearts and minds of the adults.
There is no better time than in this year of celebrating the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation to review the catechism.
Read it for yourself. Refresh the theology in your mind. Pray the catechism daily.
Memorize it.
But even more, teach it. If you are a parent, teach it to your children. As you have
opportunity, share it with your friends and peers.
The catechism teaches the fundamentals of the Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism,
Confession and the Office of the Keys, and the Sacrament of the Altar. This small book is well
worth your time and study.
May this celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation be a time when we return to
Word and Sacrament, and when we turn to Christ and His love. It’s Still All About Jesus.
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Voices of the Reformation
“There is not — nor can there be! — any reason for tearing oneself away from the church in schism. Rather, the
worse things become, the more one should help her and stand by her, for by schism and contempt nothing can
be mended.”
—Martin Luther, German pastor whose “95 Theses” sparked the Protestant Reformation
“Our confidence in Christ does not make us lazy, negligent or careless, but on the contrary it awakens us, urges
us on and makes us active in living righteous lives and doing good. There is no self-confidence to compare with
this.”
—Ulrich Zwingli, Swiss leader of early Reformation movements

Dianne Weurch

Oct. 2

Frank Alessi

Oct. 10

Kathy Rodgers

Oct. 11

Roberto Diaz

Oct. 17

Sue Holway

Oct. 18

Harriet Kirsch

Oct. 27

Oct. 7
Oct. 10

Mike & Dianne Weurch
Lee & Amber Trimmer

__________________________________________________________________________________________

“I hope you didn’t take it personally, Reverend,” an embarrassed woman
said after a church service, “when my husband walked out during your
sermon.”
“I did find it rather disconcerting,” the preacher replied.
“It’s not a reflection on you, sir,” insisted the churchgoer. “Ralph has
been walking in his sleep ever since he was a child.”

ESTHER CIRCLE

The “Pot Faith” luncheon on September 24th was well attended. A total of $65 was
collected for Concordia Seminary. A round of applause goes out to the Esther Circle ladies
for all their efforts in making this event a success! Karen Smith says that your hard work is
greatly appreciated.
We have almost reached our goal of $5,000 in Dash’s register tapes. Thank you to
everyone who brought them in. Let’s keep it going! The more we take in, the more we get
back.
Starting in November, we will be collecting disposable razors (men’s and women’s) for
the City Mission and Cornerstone Manor. These items are always in great demand. There
will be a tote in the back of the church to collect these donations. You can pick up a pack of
razors at any dollar store.
PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO meeting in October.
** The next meeting will be on Monday, November 13th, at 6:30 p.m. **

COMMUNITY DINNER
The next Community Dinner will be on Friday, October 6th, from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu is
homemade beef stew, salad, bread and butter and assorted desserts and beverages. This
dinner is sponsored in part by the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.

The P.A.L.s (Pilgrim Active Laymen) will meet on Saturday, October 21st at 8:00 a.m.
All men are welcome to join us.

*** Due to the editor’s absence from church on September 17th, there is no
article about the Voter’s meeting that was held that day. ***

__________________________________________________________________________________________

A NEW BLESSING

Adaline Rose Trimmer
Born August 23rd, 2017
At Sisters Hospital
8 lbs 9 ounces

LOCAL REFORMATION 500 EVENTS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21ST:
“Renaissance Feast & Luther Talks”
12:30 p.m. – Registration begins
1:15 to 5:15 p.m. – “Luther Talks”
5:30 p.m. – “Renaissance Feast”
Come hungry with an appetite for a wonderful medieval cuisine and Reformation knowledge!
There will be two parts to the evening:
-

“Luther Talks” – guest speakers from across the country are coming to share their
love and knowledge of Luther and the Reformation
A Renaissance feast featuring time accurate food and Renaissance style
performances by members of the Society for Creative Anachronism

REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29TH:
Vesper Service – 3 to 4 p.m.
WNY worship service, light reception to follow

THE LOCATION FOR BOTH EVENTS:
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
875 Eggert Drive
North Tonawanda, NY 14120

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Women of the Reformation
Although the names most often associated with the Reformation are male, women also played key roles in
maintaining the integrity of the church. “Most were wives and mothers,” professor Justin Holcomb writes.
“Some were also authors, apologists, ex-nuns and queens. All were faithful servants of Jesus.”
Women who made notable contributions include:
•
•
•
•
•

Katherine von Bora, the former nun who married former-priest Martin Luther
Argula von Grumbach, a Bavarian noblewoman who published letters and debated with university
faculty
Olympia Fulvia Morata, an Italian scholar who lectured on the teachings of Luther and Calvin — and
was persecuted and imprisoned
Jeanne d’Albret, queen of Navarre and a leader in France’s Huguenot movement, who tried to
peacefully resolve tensions between Catholics and Protestants
Marie Dentière, an aristocrat who left an Augustinian monastery to speak in public — even on street
corners! — about church reform

Lutheran Hour Ministries is Launching New Television
Programming in the Middle East
Lutheran Hour Ministries is excited to announce a new strategic partnership with SAT-7, the
first and largest Middle East and North African Christian TV network. The two Christian
broadcasters will work together to co-produce a new television series for Arab youth and
young families from the SAT-7 studio in Cairo, Egypt.

Program will reach millions.
This expansion of LHM’s ministry work in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) will potentially reach tens of millions of
viewers in 20 countries spanning from as far west as Morocco to
as far east as Iraq and the Persian Gulf. The new television
programming, which will be a variety show format aimed at
starting discussion and offering hope through the Word of God,
will be carried on the NileSat satellite.

What's happening now?
LHM has started the process of hiring script writers and actors in
hopes that the first broadcast will air this fall. The SAT-7
television studio, operated by local Egyptian personnel, offers
high quality technology and services for Christian media
production.

What can you do?
First, pray for the safety of everyone living or working in the Middle East and North Africa. A recent increase in
attacks targeting Christians presents additional difficulties for Christian ministries working there. Shining the light of
the Gospel into the region has never been as important as it is today.
You can also help provide a vital lifeline to the people of the Middle East and North Africa through your financial
support. Many people in the region are unable to attend church services due to lack of access, and are often
persecuted for even trying to attend. However, your support will help broadcast His love directly into the safety
of their homes, wherever they may be. You can make a difference by assuring His truth is available when seekers
need it the most! For more information, visit lhm.org/MENA.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER IS OCTOBER 22ND.

