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Counting blessings
Numbered lists grab our attention. In the checkout aisle or on the internet, we gravitate toward headings
such as “10 ways to lose weight by summer!” or “3 simple steps to acing that test!”
Ancient Jewish sages urged people to count out and speak at least 100 blessings, or statements of
gratitude, each day. What would happen if we intentionally listed 100 blessings daily? Can you imagine?!
What if the first blessing we counted was simply the day itself? “Thank you, God, for this brand new
day!” “Bless my use of this day, Lord, that I might glorify you.” Scripture encourages such awareness and
promises an additional blessing in return: “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom”
(Psalm 90:12, NIV).
—Heidi Mann

Loretta Himmele

Nov. 12

Nov. 1

Abigail & Kevin Size

Special dates
All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2017
Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 5, 2017
Veterans Day, November 11, 2017
Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017

“No one has ever become poor from giving.”
—Anne Frank
“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is
success.”
—Henry Ford
“An optimist is a person who starts a new diet on Thanksgiving Day.”
—Irv Kupcinet

This month’s Community Dinner will be held on Friday, November 3rd, from 5 to 7 p.m.
The menu is spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, bread and butter and assorted desserts and
beverages. (This dinner is sponsored by the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.)

TIME TO DECORATE!
We will be decorating the church for Christmas on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH at
9:30 a.m. Please come and join us – the more the merrier!

MARTIN LUTHER ON TV
Here is the correct local broadcast information about the movie: “Martin Luther: The
Idea that Changed the World”. It will air on WNED-TV on MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13th at 9 pm.

ESTHER CIRCLE
We are now collecting men’s and women’s disposable razors. These items are always
in demand at the Cornerstone Manor and City Mission, especially for the men. There will be a
tote in the back of the church until the last Sunday in November.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, November 13th, at church at 6:30 p.m. All women
are welcome to join us.

Prayers of thanks
The Bible’s close connection between prayer and praise caused 19 th-century preacher J.C. Ryle to
proclaim, “I dare not call that true prayer in which thankfulness has no part.” He points, for example,
to Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6 (“By prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God”) and Colossians 4:2 (“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful”), both NIV.
Whenever we speak to God, Ryle adds, thoughts of his mercy and the hope of heaven should be at
the forefront of our minds. “Surely,” he writes, “we should never open our lips in prayer without
blessing God for that free grace by which we live, and for that lovingkindness which endures forever.”

A wake-up call
The good God permits such small evils to befall us merely in order to arouse us snorers from our
deep sleep and to make us recognize, on the other hand, the incomparable and innumerable benefits
we still have. …
With [our misfortunes], God gives us a light by which we may see and understand his goodness and
kindness in countless other ways. Then we conclude that such small misfortunes are barely a drop of
water on a big fire or a little spark in the ocean. Then we understand and love the words: “O give
thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!”
—Martin Luther

Thank you, veterans!
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s
armed services.
On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending World
War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the United States should remember with gratitude the end
of that war and honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress
changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world.
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER IS NOVEMBER 26TH.

