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The Ascension challenge

Ever wonder what it might have been like to be a disciple when Jesus ascended into heaven? He
gave them the monumental task of making disciples of all the world. Plus, they’d have to do it
without relying on Jesus’ physical presence, as they had until then. Were the disciples
overwhelmed, uncertain, afraid?
Maybe, yet they went on to spread the gospel throughout the world nonetheless. They rose to the
challenge because they fixed their gaze above as they watched Jesus disappear into the clouds.
When we follow that example, offering ourselves as willing servants and keeping our eyes trained
on Jesus instead of our circumstances, there’s no limit to what God can accomplish through us.

Assurance of the Ascension

After the Resurrection, the risen Lord instructed his followers not to leave Jerusalem. It was there,
Jesus said, that they would receive “the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4, NRSV). What was that
promise? It was that they would be baptized not with water but with the Holy Spirit.
Shortly after that utterance, Jesus was “lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight” (v. 9).
The Ascension reminds us that even though Jesus isn’t physically present on earth, as the living
Christ, he is as near as we allow him to be.
Jesus’ Ascension offers us the assurance that God is now available to all people all the time. He
lives as a guiding, loving Spirit in our midst.

The meaning of Christ’s Ascension

In the days of Christ’s earthly ministry, he could only be physically present in one place at any
given time. The late Archbishop William Temple put it this way, “Only those could speak to him
who came to where he was. If he was in Galilee, people could not find him in Jerusalem; if he was
in Jerusalem, they could not find him in Galilee” (from Readings in St. John’s Gospel).
Christ’s Ascension means that, spiritually speaking, he is with us wherever we find ourselves. Christ
desires to be present with us everywhere we go. His presence is universal. He is here now.
“Believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16 NRSV). That is what the
Ascension affirms.

I am with you always

The Ascension of Christ is celebrated 40 days after Easter. It focuses upon the ascent of Christ into
heaven shortly before Pentecost.
The Ascension is important to Christians because it reminds us that while Christ’s human body
could not be present everywhere, Christ’s spiritual presence can be experienced universally. St.
Matthew’s Gospel tells us Christ’s last words to his friends were, “Remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20 NRSV). And so Christ is!
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Mysterious ways
Before pursuing a career as a Christian singer, Ryan Stevenson was a paramedic, encountering trauma
and “true brokenness.” When he received a 911 call about a woman struck by lightning, Stevenson didn’t think
she’d survive. But thanks in part to his efforts, the woman made a full recovery — and later struck up a
friendship with him.
One day the woman asked Stevenson, “If you could be doing anything with your life, what would it be?”
His answer? Music. She gave him a check for $2,000, and he used it to cut an EP, which led to a record deal.
Through Stevenson’s chart-topping song “Eye of the Storm,” he wants to remind listeners that God “hasn’t
forgotten about us. He’s still paying attention to us no matter how horrible things might seem. He’s in control.”

Carolyn Alessi

May 8

Tyrone Bryant

May 9

Mark Eder
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Rob & Carol Gross
Frank & Carolyn Alessi

Willing recipients
A young graduate longed for a certain sports car and knew his dad could afford it. So on the big day, he
was infuriated to receive instead a leather-bound, embossed Bible. He threw it down and left for good.
Years later, after his father died, the son entered his father’s study with sorrow and regret. Sorting
through belongings, he found the gift and this highlighted verse: “If you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who
ask him!” (Matthew 7:11, ESV). Suddenly something dropped from the back of the Bible: a key with a tag from
the dealer of the car he’d wanted long ago. On the tag was his graduation date and the words “Paid in Full.”
How often we miss out on God’s generous gifts because they come “packaged” differently than we
expect! At graduation — and throughout life — may we be open to every gift God bestows on us with a
Father’s deep love.

ESTHER CIRCLE
We thank all who bought and/or sold candles for our fundraiser. We realized a profit of
$195. The candles will be here before Mothers’ Day. A special thanks to Diane Wuerch for
chairing this event.
Our next meeting is May 8th at 6:30 p.m. All women are invited to come and check it
out.
Upcoming events: May 28th –POT FAITH FELLOWSHIP HOUR
June 17th—BAKED GOODS SALE (Stay tuned for more details)
Please keep sending in Dash’s tapes, canceled stamps, and mites (pennies). They do
make a difference.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
"The First Rosa" event at Pilgrim on Saturday, April 1st, was a success! Approximately
33 people attended. There were some from Nazareth, Our Savior, Hananiah and Pilgrim. We
viewed the film and afterwards we broke into small groups for discussion. The Esther Circle
provided a nice appetizing lunch. Many came to me saying they were happy to be invited and
enjoyed the fellowship. I want to thank all those who helped and supported in this event,
especially Carolyn Alessi for the technical set up, the Esther Circle and Pastor Ben.
-

Carol Obot

The next Community Dinner will be on Friday, May 5th, from 5 to 7 pm. Our menu is
spaghetti and meat sauce, served with salad, bread and butter and assorted desserts and
beverages. (This monthly dinner is sponsored in part by the Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod.) Come and join us for great food and fellowship!

The Pilgrim Active Laymen (P.A.L.) will meet in the fellowship hall at Pilgrim on
Saturday, May 20th, at 8:00 a.m. All men are welcome to join us.

THRED Outreach Launches: Join the Conversation!
Lutheran Hour Ministries' newest outreach ministry, called THRED, launched
Feb. 1 and invites people of all beliefs—or no beliefs—into discussions about
life, faith, and Jesus.
Mar. 2, 2017 — "I wish more people could sit down and talk about things like this with
each other. I really think this world would be a better place if we could sit down and be
rational and loving toward each other's individual views."

"Religion is a big passion of mine. As I reject
all claims, I still find the topic very interesting."
"This is beautiful. The essence of tolerance doesn't mean we agree.... The essence of
tolerance is respect."
"I love this! People with different ideals congregating peacefully and being open to
listen to and understand each other's thoughts, feelings, and opinions on an otherwise
controversial topic."
This is a selection of direct quotes from people of various backgrounds who all came
together online to share in thoughtful conversation about life, faith, and Jesus.
This is THRED.
Lutheran Hour Ministries' newest outreach ministry, called THRED, launched Feb.
1. THRED is digital; its initial focal point is a Facebook page. People of all beliefs—or
no beliefs—are invited and welcomed into discussions about thought-provoking topics.
"That's why LHM has called this outreach THRED," says project lead Andrew
Fitzgerald. "When people participate in an online discussion, it's called a thread. The
whole idea of THRED is for it to be a safe place for people to converse about things
they care about. And while THRED unapologetically presents a Christian point of view,
it also presents an environment that is open to all perspectives.
"And," he adds, "we're seeing some surprising early reactions to it!"
The most striking example is the discussion generated by one of THRED's "Jesus
Dialogues" videos, posted Feb. 9 on the Facebook page. The video depicts
roundtable chats by people with both Christian and non-Christian points of view on the
topic, "What did Jesus say about heaven?"
"Viewers engaged in a big way," says Fitzgerald. "The post has had more than 66,000
views; more than 200 people—and they're not just Christians—have shared it in their
own Facebook feeds. And the more than seventy comments in the discussion thread
reveal some of the wide range of ideas people have about heaven."

For anyone who has questions or who desires to dig a little deeper into issues such as
relationships, community, culture, God & Christianity, and a host of other
contemporary issues, THRED's website publishes short and long articles on life and
faith themes. THRED also has a presence on YouTube, where the ministry's growing
collection of videos—including the "Jesus Dialogues"—is based. THRED has also
recruited a team of ministry volunteers who can offer Christian perspectives in broad
discussions—or in one-on-one conversations with participants who have specific
questions.
"THRED is also designed to serve as a path, if you will," explains Fitzgerald.
"Someone who engages with THRED's content can move through THRED into closer
and closer community with thoughtful people of faith. We envision THRED bringing
Christ to the nations—and the nations to the church in whole new ways."
Want to know more about THRED? Visit www.facebook.com/ourTHRED (Don't forget
to Like it!) and THRED.org.
©Lutheran Hour Ministries, All rights reserved. | 660 Mason Ridge Center, St. Louis, MO 63141

“Why don’t streetlamps have ears?”
“Mom!” my 3-year-old self hissed at 6 a.m. “Why don’t streetlamps have ears?” My
mom later wrote (in a 1974 article) that she peered at me sleepily, silently asking a question of
her own: “Seriously?!”
That year I amused — and exasperated — my parents with countless questions: “Why did
sister leave one shoe here and one there?” “If God is up in heaven, how did he make the grass?”
“Why are dandelions yellow?” To that query, Mom replied, “I guess that’s how God wanted
them” — and wrote, “In our house, we let God answer many of our questions.”
I still have questions: Why is my dynamic young friend dying of cancer? Why are a
parent’s own children sometimes hard to love? How can we end war, poverty, sex trafficking?
Should we donate money or save for college? How, exactly, does salvation work? Sometimes
science or professionals are God’s instruments to answer my questions. Sometimes answers
come quietly to my heart — and sometimes they don’t come at all.
Faith doesn’t mean never questioning. It means trusting enough to ask, even when a
question seems silly or pointless. Thanks, Mom and Dad, for teaching me by your loving
example that God always welcomes my questions.
—Heidi Mann

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE JUNE
NEWSLETTER IS SUNDAY, MAY 28TH.

