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Independence Day lessons for church life
• Return to the basics — On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our country. In terms of faith, we also
periodically need to hear again the foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.
• Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom Christ has set us free ... do not submit again to a yoke of slavery”
(Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as citizens to preserve and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens
of God’s kingdom we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with others.
• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community gatherings. Similarly, the
church is nourished by coming together for worship, meals and other special events.
• Be light in the darkness — As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, the church is called to display
the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek word for power — as in, “You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) — share a root. Through God’s power in us, we
share Jesus — dynamically! — with others.
—Heidi Mann

Stay anchored

Hold fast to the Bible as the [main] anchor of your liberties; write its precepts on your hearts and
practice them in your lives. To the influence of this book we are indebted for all the progress made in true
civilization, and to this we must look as our guide in the future.
—Ulysses S. Grant

Be Christ’s
English pastor J. Sidlow Baxter often passed a retired pastor on a lane near his home.
Baxter once asked the man, “How are you keeping?”
The man responded, “I’m not keeping, I’m kept.”
Of all the things we can be, nothing beats Christ’s.
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The pastor is in
Every Tuesday morning on New York City’s Upper East Side, Gregory Fryer sits in a
Peanuts-style booth offering prayer and a listening ear to passersby. Initially the pastor wanted
to draw attention to his church, but instead he ended up noticing all the “hungry hearts” in the
neighborhood. Fryer has been pleasantly surprised by all the people who open up to him. “I
think they like the idea of a pastor being on the sidewalk,” he says.
Although a sign on the booth reads “Spiritual advice 5¢,” the pastor keeps a plate of
nickels handy if people want to put one in his jar. Some people donate much more — and some
even pray for Fryer.
The pastor says he was inspired by Peanuts character Lucy van Pelt, who has the
“audacity, the courage to brazenly sit there out in public and offer to deal with important
matters.”

Abigail Size

Jul. 1

Violet Schober

Jul. 10

Delores Zeeb

Jul. 17

Sharon McGuan

Jul. 22

Jul. 12
Jul. 18
Jul. 24
Jul. 25
Jul. 28

Rod & Rhonda Mohr
Robert & Violet Schober
Greg & Diane Jakubowski
Jim & Kathy Rodgers
Jeanette & Michael Donnelly

Why Grandma gave
One Sunday as she was getting ready for church, a grandmother received a call from her daughter. “Can
you watch the kids while we’re out of town next week?” the daughter asked.
Grandma was so thrilled she put an extra $5 into the offering plate that morning.
The next Sunday, after her three young grandchildren had returned home, she put in an extra $20.

ESTHER CIRCLE
Thanks again to all who contributed to the success of the baked goods sale. We
realized a profit of $344.
We had such a good response to the flip flop drive that we have ended it before
July 1st. 75 pairs of men’s and 75 pairs of women’s flip flops were given to the City
Mission to be used as shower shoes. Thank you to everyone who donated to this
cause.
We need $5000 worth of Dash’s tapes before we can send them in for a rebate.
As of a few weeks ago, we only had about $2200. Please remember to give the tapes to
Sue Holway. Also, please send in your canceled stamps and pennies.
I personally want to thank the Esther Circle ladies for all their hard work.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, July 10th, at 6:30 p.m. Hope to see you
there!

REMINDER: Our church picnic will be held on Sunday, July 23rd, at the Alessi’s
from 1 to 5 p.m.

==================================================================
JULY 1ST COMMUNITY PICNIC – there will be an article about how this went in
next month’s newsletter.

==================================================================
ATTENTION ALL MEN! There will be NO meetings of the P.A.L.s in July or August.

The Voters Meeting was held on June 11th after the service. Pastor’s report included
possibly having an “Everyone a Witness” workshop in the fall, the 500th anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation this year in October, and cantors during communion. This was started
a couple of months ago. A few hymns are sung with someone at a microphone to help us find
the place to resume singing after returning to the pews. (They stand by the piano where
Ruth plays.)
We voted on accepting one of 3 quotes for a new sign. It will be like the one we have
now. (We cannot have a digital sign because we are in a residential zone in Kenmore and
they said “no” when we tried before.)
We also will be getting acoustical tiles for the walls in the fellowship hall. These will
help absorb the sound so it will be quieter during gatherings. They will possibly have
pictures of past members on them.
The trim on the church will be painted this year. We also approved the purchase of a
few pop-up tents for outdoor events.
The church picnic will be held on July 23rd at the Alessi’s from 1 to 5 p.m.
Our next meeting will be on September 17th.
We adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

• “When all other doors in life are closed to us, Jesus will be for us the ever-open
door. ... To call any situation hopeless is to shut the door on God.”
—Anthony Coniaris
• “May we think of freedom not as the right to do as we please but as the
opportunity to do what is right.”
—Peter Marshall

Go Online and Join the Conversation: THRED
Today, group "conversations" on a myriad of topics take place in ways that were unheard of just
a few years ago. Utilizing social media websites, people regularly engage in dialogue and the
exchange of ideas in virtual "communities" of related interests, with many of these
conversations drilling down into areas of theological interest. Online you'll find a spirited giveand-take about world religions, views of God, life after death, the value of family, the Person
and work of Jesus, and what it means to believe in something beyond ourselves.
Using social media as a way to connect people, THRED, from Lutheran Hour Ministries,
invites people from all walks of life, with all sorts of viewpoints, into conversations that are
important to their understanding of God, life, and the world we live in.
The idea behind THRED is to establish a safe place for people to talk about the things they care
about. Users will find that while THRED presents a Christian point-of-view, it's also open to all
kinds of perspectives.
THRED's initial point of contact is its Facebook page, which you can access by clicking here.
Here you will find an open invitation to jump into the discussion and let us know what you're
thinking.
At the THRED website, there are articles dealing with relationships, community, culture, God,
Christianity, and several other contemporary items. These can be accessed by clicking here.
THRED: go online and join the conversation.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE AUGUST
NEWSLETTER IS JULY 23RD.

