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From the Pastor
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” - 2 Corinthians 9:7
I realize that every December the pastor's article should be something about Advent or Christmas: however, this
year I want to talk about something that also comes around every year at this time, namely, the church budget.
In December, the voter's assembly votes on the church's budget for the upcoming year. By this vote, the church
commits to supporting the budget through the coming year. When we set the budget, we do not ask for formal
commitments from church members & friends (which some churches do); rather, we rely upon the faith and
good will of our contributors who gratefully give back a portion of that which the Lord has first given them.
Approximately 45 voting members attend the voter's meeting, but there are many more who could attend and
participate. As we prepare to enter 2018, I have a few thoughts about supporting the church budget.
1. EVERYONE CAN GIVE SOMETHING – No member of the church should have a “0” behind their
name in terms of giving. While service is an important part of stewardship, it is not the only aspect of
stewardship. The financial resources the Lord has lent us also play a part in our support of the
congregation and other ministries of the Church. For illustration of this point, please see the example of
the Widow's Mite (Luke 21:1-4).
2. HAVE A CONVERSATION ABOUT YOUR GIVING – Every year, Linda and I discuss what
amount we are going to set aside every month for our giving to the church. The Biblical guide for tithing
is 10% of one's income, and that is a goal we and everyone can work towards (please note that the Old
Testament tithe of 10% is not a rule but a guide in the New Testament).
3. THE GOSPEL, NOT THE LAW, MOTIVATES THE GIVING OF THE BELIEVER IN CHRIST
– the Mormon Church requires its members to tithe 10% annually; Jewish synagogues send out invoices
to their members. As you know, that is not the way of the Lutheran Church. Lutherans give not out of
compulsion, but gratitude. “God loves a cheerful giver,” 2 Corinthians 9:7 writes the Apostle Paul. We
give to the Lord out of gratitude for all that He has (and continues) to do for us. Jesus has saved us, not
with gold or silver, but with His “holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death” in
payment for our sins.
4. PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THIS MINISTRY WITH YOUR PRESENCE, PRAYERS,
SERVICE, AND FINANCIAL GIFTS – In years past, regular attendance meant “weekly;” today, it
means twice a month or monthly in some cases. Some I only see a few times a year in church. We do
have a solid core group of members and friends who participate regularly and consistently, but we also
invite and challenge more to do so. If you are not currently attending or participating regularly in the life
of this congregation, I challenge you to do so: I believe if you do, you will be blessed for the experience.
Your Servant in Christ,
+ Pastor Ben Eder
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The giver
Many Christian families struggle with what role — if any — Santa Claus should play in their Christmas
celebrations. No matter what you decide, it’s fascinating to know the history of the real-life St. Nicholas.
Born about 270 A.D., Nicholas was a bishop in Myra, or modern-day Turkey. In the year 325, he was part of
the Council of Nicaea, which produced the Nicene Creed.
Nicholas, known for his generosity, often gave away his money anonymously. According to tradition, he
secretly provided dowries for the three daughters of a bankrupt merchant. Nicholas threw two bags of gold
through open windows and placed the third in a stocking hanging by the fireplace to dry. Thus began the
Christmas tradition of placing gifts in stockings.
St. Nicholas is quoted as saying, “The giver of every good and perfect gift has called upon us to mimic
God’s giving, by grace, through faith, and this is not of ourselves.”

ESTHER CIRCLE
Many thanks to all who brought in disposable razors. It was a great success. They will
be taken to the City Mission/Cornerstone Manor during the first week of December.
Thank you to all who brought in their pennies. Another check for $25 was sent to the
LWML. That makes a total of $75 for the year.
Sue Holway will be turning in the Dash’s register tapes soon. If you have any around
the house, please bring them in so Sue can submit them with the others. We went over the
needed quota of $5,000. Good job, everyone!
COOKIES, COOKIES, COOKIES! It’s that time of year again. Our annual COOKIE
exchange will take place on Monday, December 11th, at 6:30 p.m. We will have a brief
meeting and then make up boxes for our shut-ins. This event is open to everyone. Just bring
at least 3 dozen “no nut” cookies to exchange. Come and enjoy some hot chocolate and
delicious cookies!
We will be sending a check for $600 to Seminarian Joshua Radke. He is in his first
year of study at Concordia - St. Catherines. Josh is married and has a 7-year-old son and a
3-year-old daughter. He and his family will try to come visit with us here at Pilgrim sometime
in the future.
We wish everyone a very blessed and merry Christmas season!

Our next Community Dinner is Friday, December 1st, from 5 to 7 p.m. The menu is
baked ham, mashed sweet potatoes, mixed vegetables along with tossed salad, desserts and
beverages. These dinners are sponsored by the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTE
The P.A.L.s men’s group will NOT meet in December.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE
JANUARY 2018 NEWSLETTER IS DECEMBER 24TH.

